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Inventory No: SBR.927    

Historic Name: Weston Aqueduct Head Chamber 

Common Name:

Address: Rt 30 

City/Town: Southborough 

Village/Neighborhood: Fayville 

Local No: 7-7 

Year Constructed:

Architect(s): Dodge, Charles A. Company; Shepley, Rutan and 
Coolidge 

Architectural Style(s):

Use(s): Other Engineering; Utilities Other 

Significance: Architecture; Engineering 

Area(s): SBR.F: Sudbury Dam Historic District
sbr.i: Water Supply System of Metropolitan Boston

Designation(s): Nat'l Register District (1/18/1990); Nat'l Register TRA 
(1/18/1990) 

Building Materials(s): 
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F O R M F - S T R U C T U R E 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary , State House, Boston 

Pi-FAY 

4. Map. Draw sketch of structure location in 
re lat ion to nearest c ross streets, bui ldings, 
other s t ruc tures , natural features. Indicate 
north. 

In A rea no. F o r m no. 

TZ7 
— / ^ — 

TZ7 

1. Town S o u t h b o r o u g h 

Address v i l l a g e o f F a y v i l l e , n o r t h 

o f U . S . 30 

Name W e s t o n H e a d C h a m b e r 

Present use H e a d Chamber 

Present owner M D C - B o s t o n 

3. Type of structure (check one) 

bridge 
canal 
dam 
fort 
gate 
k i ln 
lighthouse 

pound 
powder house 
street 
tower 
tunnel 
wal l 
w indmi l l 

other a q u e d u c t h e a d c h a m b e r 

5. Descr ipt ion 

Date 1903 

S o u r c e f o g t r Q . H a t e r & S e w e r a g e RrL_ 

l e d A n n u a l R p p n r t (1 904 ) : 1 1 ? - U 

Construct ion m a t e r i a f c o n c r e t e , g r a n i t e , 
b r o w n s t o n e , c l a y t i l e 

Dimensions 2 6 ' x 3 0 ' 

Setting n o r t h e a s t o f S u d b u r y Dam; 
edge o f w o o d e d a r e a 

Condit ion v e r y g o o d 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS S P A C E 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 

6. Recorded by M.H.Bowers 

Organizat ion T . n n i s R p r g P r & A s s n n 

Date F e b r u a r y 1 98 4 

(over) 

A 



7. O r i g i n a l owner ( i f known) M e t r o p o l i t a n Water and Sewerage Board 

O r i g i n a l use To screen f l ow o f water i n t o Weston Aqueduct from Sudbury 

Subsequent uses ( i f any) and da tes 

8 . H i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e 

T h i s head chamber i s an i n t e g r a l p a r t o f the Weston Aqueduct, which was 
put i n t o o p e r a t i o n i n 1903. The chamber c on ta in s screens and h o i s t i n g 
mechanisms. The s u p e r s t r u c t u r e was one of s e v e r a l s t r u c t u r e s des igned 
f o r the Weston Aqueduct p r o j e c t by Shepley, Rutan & Coo l idge o f Bos t on . 
I t was b u i l t by C A . Dodge & C o . , a l s o o f Bos ton . The s t y l e i s adapted 
from the Renaissance R e v i v a l popu la r a t the t ime and used w i t h 
v a r i a t i o n s throughout the M e t r o p o l i t a n water system dur ing t h i s p e r i o d . 
U n l i k e o the r s t r u c t u r e s on the Weston System, however, the head chamber 
u t i l i z e s round-arched windows and rronochrome gray g r a n i t e , i n s t y l i s t i c 
conformance w i t h nearby s t r u c t u r e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h Sudbury Res e r vo i r 
(designed by TJheelwright & Haven i n the m i d - 1 8 9 0 ' s ) . The smooth 
c ou r s e d - a sh l a r w a l l s a r e a r t i c u l a t e d by s l i g h t l y p r o j e c t i n g quo ins , 
b e l t c o u r s e and keys tones , and a s l i g h t l y sp layed entrance 
a r c h i t r a v e . G r a n i t e i s a l s o used f o r the d e n t i l f r i e z e below a meta l 
c o r n i c e and t i l e d h ipped r o o f . The windows a r e wood, casement-type , 
w i t h 2/2 l i g h t s below b l i n d Tympana. The i n t e r i o r f ea tures a concre t e 
f l o o r , b r i c k w a l l s , brownstone s i l l s , and beaded board c e i l i n g . A stone 
course i s p r o j e c t ed on b r i c k c o r b e l l i n g on eas t and west w a l l s , and 
suppor ts t r a c k f o r an I-beam from which i s hung a cha in h o i s t and 
p u l l e y f o r r a i s i n g and l ower ing sc reens . A t runca t ed chimney, w i t h 
opening f o r a s tove f l u e , i s supported on two I-beams spanning the 
w id th of the room. 

A c t i v e l y used , and w e l l - m a i n t a i n e d , t h i s s t r u c t u r e i s an important e l e -
ment i n the group of s t r u c t u r e s a t Sudbury Dam (see Area Form). 

9 . B i b l i o g r a p h y and/or re f e rences such as l o c a l h i s t o r i e s , deeds, a s s e s s o r ' s 
r e c o rds , e a r l y maps, e t c . 

Me t ro . Water & Sewerage Board , 3rd Annual Report (1904):132-34 
MWSB C o n t r a c t w i t h C A . Dodge & C o . , 6 J u l y 1903 
MDC Drawing F i l e s , Case 19, Drawer 106, P l a n S e c t i o n & E l e v a t i o n s . 

Reservoir 

3/73 


