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Inventory No: SBR.278    

Historic Name: Sudbury Dam Storehouse 

Common Name: Edison Electric Lightening Arrester House 

Address: Rt 30 

City/Town: Southborough 

Village/Neighborhood: Fayville 

Local No: 7-4 

Year Constructed:

Architect(s):
Architectural Style(s): No style 

Use(s): Other Engineering; Power House; Warehouse 

Significance: Architecture; Engineering 

Area(s): SBR.F: Sudbury Dam Historic District
sbr.i: Water Supply System of Metropolitan Boston

Designation(s): Nat'l Register District (1/18/1990); Nat'l Register TRA 
(1/18/1990) 

Building Materials(s): Wall: Granite; Stone, Cut; Brick
Foundation: Concrete Unspecified 
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F O R M F S T R U C T U R E 

MASSACHUSETTS '  HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary,  State House,  Boston 

In A r e a no.  Form no.  

27 & 

1. Town S o u t h b o r o u g h 

Address N o r t h o f U . S . R t e 3 0 , 

v i l l a g e o f F a y v i l l e 

4. Map. Draw sketch of structure location in 
re lat ion to nearest c ross streets, bui ldings, 
other s t ructures , natural features. Indicate 
north. 

ft ft, 

HULTMfliO SHAFT L] 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS S P A C E 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 

Name S u d b u r y Dam S t o r e h o u s e 

Present use S t o r e h o u s e 

Present owner M D C - B o s t o n 

3. Type of structure (check one) 

bridge 
canal 
dam 
fort 
gate 
k i ln 
lighthouse 

pound 
powder house 
street 
tower 
tunnel 
wal l 
w indmi l l 

other S t o r e h o u s e 

D.  Description 

Date 1900 

Source M e t r o . W a t e r & S e w e r a g e 

B o a r d , 1.5th A n n u a l R e p o r t ( 1 9 1 5 ) : 
56 
Construct ion mater ia l c o n c r e t e , Q u a r r y 
F a c e d s t o n e , b r i c k 
Dimensions i g ' y - i y ( i n t e r i o r m e a s u r e -
m e n t s ) 
Setting N o r t h e n d o f S u d b u r y Dam 
Condition F a i r - g o o d 

6.  Recorded bv M.H.Bowers 

Organizat ion Lou i s Berger & A s s o c i a t e s 

Date February 1984 

(over) 



7.  Original owner (if known) Metropolitan Water Board 

Original use Storage of stop planks for Sudbury Dam 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates "Part used as Lightning Arrester House,  

8 . Historical significance 

This structure was originally built to house stop planks used in 
the Sudbury Dam Gatehouse in 1915.  After the Edison Electric 
Illuminating Co.  contracted to purchase electricity ,  the Sudbury 
Dam Gatehouse was remodeled to include hydropower turbines and 
generators.  At that time,  the storehouse was partly converted for 
use as a lighting arrester house.  As such,  i t protected the power 
faci l i ty from electrical surges caused by lighting during storms.  
Most of the electrical equipment has been removed,  and the struc-
ture now serves primarily for miscellaneous storage.  

The one-room structure has exterior walls of quarry-faced gray 
granite,  a concrete floor,  and a wood-framed,  hipped roof.  The 
foundation is dug into a bank that rises to the north.  At the 
northwest corner,  the concrete chamber added during modification 
in 1915 contains remains of electrical apparatus.  

9.  Bibliography and/or references such as local histories,  deeds,  assessor's 
records,  early maps,  etc.  

Metropolitan Water & Sewerage Board,  15th Annual Report 
(1915):56.  
MDC Drawing Fi les ,  Case 19,  Drawer 60 

1916 - c.  1973 
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