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Inventory No: SBR.195    

Historic Name: Southborough Poor Farm 

Common Name: Dorr House 

Address: 98 Southville Rd 

City/Town: Southborough 

Village/Neighborhood: Cordaville 

Local No: 277-4-35 

Year Constructed: c 1850 

Architect(s):
Architectural Style(s): No style 

Use(s): Poor House or Almshouse; Single Family Dwelling House 

Significance: Agriculture; Architecture; Community Planning; Social 
History 

Area(s): SBR.C: Cordaville

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s): 
Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Aluminum Siding; Wood
Foundation: Concrete Unspecified; Stone, Uncut 

  

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing 
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic 
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to 
this resource may be available in digital format at this time. 

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database 
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should 
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the 
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS 
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's 
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.  

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer 
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)  

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS 
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR 
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL 
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION 
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc) 
under the subject heading "MHC Forms." 
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F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

Massachusetts Histor ica l Commission 
80 Boylston Street 

Assessor's Number 

277/4/35 

U S G S Quad Area(s) 

Mar lborough 

Form Number 

buildings between I 
or natural feature. Label streets including route numbers, if 
any. Circle and number the inventoried building. Indicate 
north. 

Recorded by Barbara Putnam and Rachel Smith 

Organization Timelines, Tnc , 

Date (month /year) 1/95 

Town Sontbborongh 

Place (neighborhood or village). 

Cordaville. 

Address 98 Southville Road 

Histor ic Name. 

Uses: Present Residence. 

Original Residence 

Date of Construction ca. 1860 

Source Town Assessor's Office 

Style/Form. 

Archi tect/Bui lder . 

Exter ior Mater ia l : 

Foundation Concrete. 

Wa l l /Tr im V iny l siding 

Roo f Asphalt shingle 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures. 

Major Alterations (with dates). 

Condit ion Fa i r 

Moved • no • yes Date . 

Acreage 3 acres 

Setting North of the. Boston-

Worcester Rai l road, in a residential 

community. 

Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 



S 6 P . I 9 5 

B U I L D I N G F O R M 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L D E S C R I P T I O N • see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community. 

Ris ing from a concrete foundation, 98 Southville R o a d is a rectangular, symmetrical, two-and-a-half-story 
side-gable residence. The building is two bays deep and the windows, which are new, have retained their 
original surrounds. The exterior of the building is wood frame, but the wood paneling has been replaced* 
with vinyl siding. The side-gable roof is boxed, has a slight overhang with a band of wood tr im, and is 
covered with asphalt shingles. There are two paired interior brick chimneys. This building is i n a 
residential area and is abutted by buildings of similar age and style. 

H I S T O R I C A L N A R R A T I V E • see continuation sheet 
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the buildings, and the role(s) 
the owners/occupants played witiiin the community. 

98 Southville R o a d was constructed during the Ear ly Industrial Per iod (1830-1870) when Southborough's 
population increased as the Boston and Worcester Turnpike and the Boston-Worcester Ra i l road provided 
a means of transporting industry from Boston to more rural areas. Agriculture remained a large portioji 
of Southborough's economy, but industrial villages arose in Southville and Cordavi l le , resulting in the 
construction of residential buildings along Southville R o a d to house the growing population of the towr| 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y and/or R E F E R E N C E S • see continuation sheet 

Bailey, O. H . 
1887 M a p of Southville and Cordavil le, Massachusetts. O n file at the State House: Special 

Collections. 

Massachusetts Histor ica l Commission 
1983 Reconnaissance Survey Report: Southborough. Massachusetts Histor ical Commission, Boston. 

• Recommended for listing in the Nat ional Register of Histor ic Places. If checked, you must attach a completed 
National Register Criteria Statement Form. 
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tvn 

eet address 

tme 

e: o r ig ina l & present O . (A -^ l I Ll_t»J ' 

esent owner ' V 

pen to publ ic 

te p ' C 1 , . ! style 

urce of date fit _ i _ f U-SL^ 

Ichitect 

OR part of A r e a # 

3„ CONDITION Exce l lent Good F a i r Deter iorated Moved A l t e red Added, 

4. DESCRIPT ION 

F O U N D A T I O N / B A S E M E N T : High ~ j t e g u ^ Low Mate r i a l ^~~f"|<?M_4_>>-P 

W A L L C O V E R : Wood . Q*h>-pLle-jri. j R ^ h ' ^ K ^ r i c k Stone Other 

R O O F : ^ d g e ^ G a r n b r e l F la t Hip Mansard 
TdlvBr Cupola Dormer windows Balustrade G r i l l w o r k 

C H I M N E Y S : 1 , 5 ) 3 4 Center End x _ r ^ r _ b j I r regular 

STORIES: 1 2 (D 4 A T T A C H M E N T S : Wings E l l Shed 

P O R C H E S : 1 2 3 4 P O R T I C O 

F A C A D E : Gable end: Front/side"") Ornament 

Cluster Elaborate 

Balcony 

Entrance : Side Front:^Center) 'Side Deta i ls : 

Windows: Spacing:-Segula^/Irregular I d en t i caL^a r i ed 

Corners5s^Pl-urT)pi lasters Quoins Cornerboards _ 

5. Indicate locat ion of bui ld ing in re la t ion to 
nearest c r o s s streets and other buildings 

6. Footage of structure f r om street 
P roper ty has feet frontage on street 

Recorder 

F o r 

Photo # Date 

S E E R E V E R S E SI 



R E L A T I O N O F SURROUNDING . J S T R U C T U R E c / L T * . / /_< 

1. Outbuildings. _ — 

2. Landscape Features : Agr i cu l ture Open Wooded Garden: Formal/ In formal 
Predominant features 
Landscape archi tect 

3„ Neighboring Structures 
Style: Co lonia l Federa l Greek Rev iva l Gothic Rev iva l Italian V i l l a L ombard Rom. 

Venetian Gothic Mansard Richardsonian Modern 

Use : Res ident ia l Commerc i a l Rel ig ious Condit ions: Exce l lent Good F a i r Deter iorated 

G IVE A B R I E F DESCRIPT ION O F HISTORIC I M P O R T A N C E O F SITE (Refer and elaborate on 
theme c i r c l e d on front of form) 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y AND/OR R E F E R E N C E 

RESTR ICT IONS 

Or i g ina l Owner: 
Deed Information: Book Number. Page Reg is t ry of Deeds 
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