
Saturday, July 09, 2016 at 5:25: PM 

 
  

Inventory No: SBR.234    

Historic Name: Watson, Rev. Woodman H. House 

Common Name: Howe, William W. House 

Address: 88 Turnpike Rd 

City/Town: Southborough 

Village/Neighborhood: Fayville 

Local No: 38-11 

Year Constructed: c 1867 

Architect(s):
Architectural Style(s): Greek Revival 

Use(s): Agricultural; Multiple Family Dwelling House; Single Family 
Dwelling House 

Significance: Agriculture; Architecture 

Area(s): SBR.D: Fayville

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s): 
Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Wood Clapboard; Wood; Wood Shake
Foundation: Brick 
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projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic 
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this resource may be available in digital format at this time. 

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database 
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should 
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appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS 
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F O R M B - B U I L D I N G Assessor's number U S G S Quad Area(s) F o r m Number 

Massachusetts His tor ica l Commission 
Massachusetts Archives Bui ld ing 
220 Morrissey Boulevard 
Boston, M A 02125 

38-11 

Sketch M a p 
Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Number each properly for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets, 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a separate 
sheet if space is not sufficient here. Indicate north. 
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Recorded by Anne Forbes, consultant 

Organizat ion Sdutfaborough Histor ical Comm. 

Date nn 0 g ftgQne. 1999 

Mar lborough D 234 

Town Smithbnrongh 

ace (neighborhood or village) 

Fayvillf1; 

ddress 88 T u r n p i k e R o a d 

Storic N a m e R e v W o o d m a n W a t s o n H o u s e 

ses: Present two - f am i l y d w e l l i n g 

riginal dwell ing 

ate of Construction _ 1867-68 

urce deeds ; maps ; v i s u a l assessment 

le/Form G r e e k R e v i v a l 

rchitect/Builder. u n k n o w n 

Exterior Mater ia l : 

Foundation parged (apparently brick) 

Wal l/Trim w o o d r l a p h o a r d ; w o o d shakes 
on rear of wing 

Roo f aspha l t 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures 

none 
Major Alterations (with dates_ 

rear wing altered (see text) 

Condit ion grind 

Moved [x]no ] yes Date 

Acreage .37 acres 

N/A 

Setting Located on overgrown, formerly 

rural lot on short section of Rte 9 where a 
handful of older dwell ing houses remains. 
Opposite young woods at corner of Woodland. 

M A S S . HIST. C Q M M 



B U I L D I N G F O R M 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L D E S C R I P T I O N [ x ] see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within 
the community. 

This is one of few nineteenth-century gable-front, side-hall-entry houses remaining on the 
Southborough section of Route 9, the former Boston & Worcester Turnpike . It is 2 1/2-stories, 
and has a two-story rear wing with a roof of uneven pitch and a high basement story built into 
the slope of the ground, which descends sharply to the south away from the road. A shallow 
two-story cross-gabled bay projects west from the southwest rear port ion of the ma in part of 
the house. The main east side of the building is four bays long; the view of it from the east 
reveals the three-bay wal l of the rear wing, with its own enclosed entrance. A l though there 
have been some twentieth-century alterations, the building retains much of its vernacular Greek 
Rev iva l detail . The main entry has a four-paneled door with applied moldings, and full-length 
six-pane sidelights. Flat pilasters at the main doorway have both plinths and molded capitals. 
The entry entablature may have been modified, however, as the frieze is narrower than the rest 
of the doorway, and is surmounted by a triangular pediment of a type that is not typical of the 
period. (Cont.) 

H I S T O R I C A L N A R R A T I V E [ ] see continuation sheet 
Explain history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, 
and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 

Al though the exact origin of this house is uncertain, its form and style, which are consistent 
with the C i v i l W a r period, suggest that it was built either by or for the Rev. Woodman H . 
Watson, pastor of the Fayvil le Baptist Church from 1866 to 1868. Before the Rev. Watson's 
arrival, the church, (which in 1845 replaced an earlier, smaller church, and stood just across the 
Turnpike unt i l 1915), had undergone a period of bitter conflict among its congregation. The 
disagreement centered on the policies of its former minister, the Rev. Aus t in Robbins, who had 
been forced to resign. So bitter was the dispute that it split the congregation between the Rev. 
Robbins ' supporters and opponents, and in 1865 it was agreed to close the church for a full 
year. The Rev. Watson was the first minister to take the pulpit after the church reopened in 
1866. He , too, may have had a difficult pastorate, as he resigned after only two years. 

Rev. Watson apparently left the ministry altogether, as he remained here, increasing the size 
of the parcel to several acres and probably doing some small-scale farming, unt i l his death in 
about 1893. A f ter a brief period under the ownership of his heirs, the property was sold to 
W i l l i a m W . Howe in 1895. H e owned the house unti l at least 1915. 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y and/or R E F E R E N C E S [ ] see continuation sheet 

Maps and Atlases: 1870: W H Watson; 1898: W W Howe. 
The Mar lborough Directory. Var ious dates and publishers. 
Noble , R ichard . Fences of Stone: a History of Southborough, M A . Portsmouth, N H : Peter 

Randa l l , 1990. 
Town of Southborough: Assessor's Reports, various dates. 
Worcester County Registry of Deeds: 1293/418. 

[ ] Recommended for listing in the Nat ional Register of Histor ic Places. If checked, a completed-
National Register Criteria Statement form is attached. 



I N V E N T O R Y F O R M C O N T I N U A T I O N S H E E T Community Property 

Southborough W . H . Watson House 
Masschusetts His tor ica l Commission 
Massachusetts Archives Bui ld ing 
220 Morrissey Boulevard 
Boston, Massachusetts 02125 

Area(s) 
D 

F o r m No . 
234 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L D E S C R I P T I O N , cont. 
The house tr im includes wide, flat corner pilasters with molded caps, a wide frieze, and an 
overhanging, molded, boxed cornice with an echinus crown molding and a bed molding at the 
top of the frieze. A simple water table trims the top of the foundation. Mos t of the windows 
are late-nineteenth-century 2-over-2-sash with flat surrounds. The windows of the rear wing, 
however, are 6-over-6-sash, and the windows of the west bay have projecting, denti led crowns 
and molded surrounds. (Marks on the west wal l of the bay indicate that at least two of the 
window crowns have been removed). 

A barn is shown close to the southeast rear corner of the building on the map of 1898. This 
property stood in the path of the devastating tornado that ripped through the southeast part 
of Southborough in June of 1953, ki l l ing three people in Fayvil le, injuring seventy-five, and 
destroying several buildings. The barn may have been lost at that time, and the odd 
appearance of the rear wing, with its unevenly-pitched roof and different types of siding, may 
have resulted from some tornado damage. 
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address ^% I U.rt\ p i Pf? 

or ig ina l & present 

nt owner ^( xlOJCtu^cx) ci 

to publ ic . 

Style 

L i t e ra ture 
M u s i c 

Indians 
Other _ 

Development of town/city 
A rch i t e c tu ra l reason for inventorying: 

Source of date 

Arch i tec t 

OR part of A r e a # 

3. CONDITION Exce l lent Good F a i r Deter iorated Moved %ltere§) Added £. cuptk-JrTKetXLs 

4. DESCRIPT ION 

F O U N D A T I O N / B A S E M E N T : High Regular Low Mate r i a l <\_5?~~^4>, 

W A L L C O V E R : Wood . C£&]>lrPt3uuck B r i c k Stone Other 

ROOF:^__g£> Gambre l F la t Hip Mansard 
Tower Cupola Dormer windows Balustrade G r i l l w o r k _ 

C H I M N E Y S : <D2 3 4 Center End ^ t e r K j r I r regular 

STORIES: 1 _) 3 4 ATTACHMENTSN^Wings ) E l l Shed 

P O R C H E S : 1 2 3 4 P O R T I C O 

Cluster Elaborate 

Balcony 

F A C A D E : Gable end: ̂ Front/feide Ornament 

Entrance : Side Front : Centery^Sidg) Deta i ls : 

Windows: S p a c i n g J v I l e g _ _ ^ 

Corners : P l a i n P i l a s t e r s Quoins ^Qrnerbo_p&s 

5. Indicate locat ion of bui ld ing in re la t ion to 
nearest c r o s s streets and other buildings 
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6. Footage of structure f rom street 
P roper ty has feet frontage on street 

Recorder 

F o r 

Photo # Date. 

S E E R E V E R S E SID, 



R E L A T I O N O F SURROUNDING S T R U C T U R E ' ^ * ^ ^ 7 

1. Outbuildings 

2. Landscape Features : Agr i cu l ture Open Wooded Garden: Formal/ In formal 
Predominant features 
Landscape archi tec t . 

3. Neighboring Structures 
Style: Co lon ia l Federa l Greek Rev iva l Gothic Rev i va l Ital ian V i l l a L o m b a r d Rom. 

Venetian Gothic Mansard R ichardsonian Modern 

Use : Res ident ia l Commerc i a l Rel ig ious Condit ions: Exce l lent Good F a i r Deter iorated 

G IVE A B R I E F DESCR IPT ION O F HISTORIC I M P O R T A N C E O F SITE (Refer and elaborate on 
theme c i r c l e d on front of form) 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y AND/OR R E F E R E N C E 

_ A-hlas -

RESTR ICT IONS 

Or i g ina l Owner: 
Deed Information: Book Number. Page Reg is t ry of Deeds 

F o r m B . 1 0 M - 1 1 - 6 9 - 045 654 


