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Inventory No: SBR.302    

Historic Name: Hildreth, Charles C. House 

Common Name:

Address: 5 Clifford St 

City/Town: Southborough 

Village/Neighborhood:

Local No: 34-28 

Year Constructed: c 1897 

Architect(s): Hildreth, Charles C. 

Architectural Style(s): Victorian Eclectic 

Use(s): Single Family Dwelling House 

Significance: Architecture 

Area(s):

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s): Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Wood Clapboard; Wood 

  

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing 
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic 
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to 
this resource may be available in digital format at this time. 

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database 
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should 
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the 
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS 
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's 
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.  

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer 
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)  

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS 
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR 
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL 
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION 
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc) 
under the subject heading "MHC Forms." 
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F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Massachusetts Archives Building 
220 Morrissey Boulevard 
Boston, M A 02125 

Assessor's number U S G S Quad Area(s) F o r m Number 

34-28 

Sketch Map 
Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Number each property for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets, 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a separate 
sheet if space is not sufficient here. Indicate north. 

t 

u 
££5 

WW 

ro 
o 

_ 
O  
O  

!™ 

to 
CO 

Recorded bf^. Forbes/Schnler. consultants 

Organization Southborough H j _ j _ _ J Commiss ion 

Date February. 2000 

Marlborough 302, 303 

Town Southborough 

Place (neighborhood or village) 

Address 5 Clifford Street 

Historic Name. 

Uses: Present 

Original 

Charles Hildreth House 

dwelling 

dwelling 

Date of Construction ca. 1897 

Source visual assessment: maps 

Style/Form late Victorian eclectic 

Architect/Builder unknown 

Exterior Material: 

Foundation fnnt visihle) 

Wall/Trim wood elaphoard 

Roof asphalt 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures Clapboard 

side-gabled cottage-early 20th C. 
2-car garage-mid-20th C. 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

one-story ell on SF.~70th-r 

(#303) 

Condition good 

N/A Moved [x] no [ ] yes Date 

Acreage three quarters of an acre 

Setting Set back on hillside above upper section of 

Clifford, in area of modern houses. Mortared stone 

retaining wall across front; curved drive-c 



B U I L D I N G F O R M 561?. 3o e. 
A R C H I T E C T U R A L D E S C R I P T I O N [ ] see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within 
the community. 

This handsome turn-of-the-century house is a three-part building. The main center section is a late-
nineteenth-century gable-front, 2 1/2-story side-hall entry cottage with a facade-width veranda on Tuscan 
columns. Although there is no second-story door, a square-doweled balustrade creates a balcony on the 
roof of the veranda. The facade is asymmetrically arranged, and the two 2-over-2-sash windows of the 
second story are not aligned above those on the first. In the gable peak is a horizontal 6-over-2-sash 
window. 

A two-story, cross-gabled wing extends northwest from the rear of the main house. A n enclosed porch 
spans most of its facade, connecting with a large one-story polygonal, 2-over-2 bay window that projects 
out from the angle of the house and wing. Extending from the southeast side of the main house is a 1 1/2-
story ell with a through-cornice exterior brick chimney on its east end. A wide shed-roofed dormer with 
a 12-pane window occupies the center of its front roof plane. Abutting the front wall of that ell is a hip-
roofed one-story projection with a modern triple casement window-apparently an enclosure of a former 
porch. 

As with many houses of its era, the roof has unboxed eaves, displaying decorative exposed rafter ends. 

H I S T O R I C A L N A R R A T I V E [ ] see continuation sheet 
Explain history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, 
and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 

Further research will be necessary to trace the owners of this house. The name C. C. Hildreth appears 
on a building at about this location on the map of 1898. This would refer to Charles Hildreth, who 
owned a small house on a three-quarter-acre lot by 1897. He was a carpenter, and may have built the 
house himself. In 1904, he still lived on what was then called "McQuarry Road," for the name of the 
farmer who formerly owned the property at the southeast end of Clifford Street, Al len McQuarrie 
(McQuarry). (By 1913 the name of the street had been changed to Clifford Street.) By 1905, Mr . 
Hildreth had moved to Fayville. 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y and/or R E F E R E N C E S [ ] see continuation sheet 
Maps and Atlases: 1898 (CC Hildreth); 1937 W P A maps. 
Town of Southborough: Tax Valuations, (various dates). 
Marlborough and Southborough Directory. 1903-1904, 1913. 
Westborough, Northborough, and Southborough Directory. 1905. 

| | Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, a completed 
National Register Criteria Statement form is attached. 
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