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Inventory No: SBR.218    

Historic Name: Wood, Lambert House 

Common Name: Peachland - Pratt, William F. House 

Address: 42 Oregon Rd 

City/Town: Southborough 

Village/Neighborhood:

Local No: 16-2 

Year Constructed: c 1780 

Architect(s):
Architectural Style(s): No style 

Use(s): Agricultural; Single Family Dwelling House 

Significance: Agriculture; Architecture 

Area(s):

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s): 
Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Wood Clapboard; Wood
Foundation: Stone, Uncut; Granite; Concrete Cinderblock; 
Poured Concrete 

  

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing 
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic 
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to 
this resource may be available in digital format at this time. 

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database 
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should 
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the 
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS 
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's 
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.  

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer 
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)  

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS 
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR 
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL 
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION 
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc) 
under the subject heading "MHC Forms." 
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F O R M B - BUILDING Assessor's Number USGS Quad Area(s) Form Number 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
16-2 Marlboro 218 

or natural feature. Label streets including route numbers, if any. 
Circle and number the inventoried building. Indicate north. 

Town SOUTHBOROUGH 

Place (neighborhood or village) 

Address 42 Oregon Road 

Historic Name Lambert Wood House 

Uses: Present residential 

Original residential 

Date of Construction ca. 1780 

Source sign on house/deed research of previous owner 
according to 1971 survey form 

Style/Form Cape 

Architect/Builder unknown 

Exterior Material: 

Foundation stone with aggregate parging/granite 

Wall/Trim wood clapboards/wood trim 

Roof asphalt shingle 

Recorded by Schuler/Forbes 

Organization Southborough Historical Commission 

Date (month /year) 3/00 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures Two and one-half 
story banked barn (MHC # 666) on stone foundation with 
vertical board and batten siding, sloping roof to incorporate 
shed with garage doors under. 

Major Alterations (with dates) Late 20 c. side and rear 
addition on concrete foundation. Side addition on cinder 
block, neo-colonial door - mid 1900s. Window sash - early 
1900s. 

Condition good 

Moved _3 no f_j yes Date n/a 

Acreage 2.6 acres 

Setting House at road edge, on bend with low white picket 
fence forming front garden, low stone wall west of house, 
ledge behind house on west side and flat meadow behind on 
northeasst side, barn near road east 9^yu|e> ;|^^^p^ ^ 
19 c. dwelling, wooded area. 

Follow Massachusetts F 'nrical Commission Survey Manual instructions for ~npleting this form. M 0 3 2000 

M A C C Uf C T P ivirtoo. ntu i. _ 



BUILDING F O R M 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION • see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community. 

This three-bay Cape Cod cottage is one of only a few known pre-1830 extant properties in the southern part o f 
Southborough. Located on a lot that is substantially smaller than the eighteenth and nineteenth century farm, but 
that retains its rural setting this dwelling displays a wide roof span to accommodate its likely two room deep 
plan. The house has been surrounded with an concrete aggregate pad (that extends from the foundation o f the 
house about one foot) with the granite foundation only exposed on the southwest side. The Cape has a centered 
chimney, a centered entrance with a ca. 1950s neo-colonial door and metal storm door and flanking long wide 
wood shutters, and a single window on each side o f the door with eight-over-eight sash and wood shutters. The 
two additions on the southwest side rests on a concrete block foundation each with single eight-over-eight 
windows. On the northeast side an earlier single story side ell has been moved out away from the house, put on a 
poured concrete foundation and connected to the Cape by a modern wider addition with sloped roof to rnimic the 
Cape roof and to include an entrance in the end o f this addition that extends in front o f the earlier ell which is 
relocated. A new rear addition extends from the new side addition. Windows o f the earlier relocated ell have 
been changed to one-over-one sash. The northeast gable end o f the main Cape has a four-over-four window in 
the peak, an eight-over-eight window, and a covered window bay replaced by the sloping roof addition with side 
entrance. The barn (MHC #666) is located near the road edge, east o f the house. It is in fine repair. The 
banked barn is built into a slope with a stone retaining wall on the east end and a stone raised cellar level visible 
on the west side. There is a slight change in the kinds o f stones used for the end o f the west wall nearest the 
road which may account for a shed addition that faces the road and is articulated by the sloped/salt box roof line. 
The entrance to the first story level of the side gable barn is on the north side and not visible from the road. The 
south side has two garage doors in the basement level and three nine-by-nine sliding windows near the eave line 
at the first story level. The siding is o f a vertical board and batten type. 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE g] see continuation sheet 
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, and the 
role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 

Oregon Road retains its rural character and connects the southern part o f Fayville (after passing through part o f 
Ashland) to roads connecting to Cordaville. Only four or five dwellings were located in this area by 1831. First 
known owner o f this property was Lambert Wood (1808-1840) whose farm including a house, barn and twenty 
acres was auctioned in 1832 for $300. Wood(s) had been married in 1830 to Abigail Hunt and his son, Lambert 
Lysander Wood was born in June 1840 just after Lambert Wood's untimely death in January 1840. The 
reference to the 1832 auction was recorded on the 1971 survey form and it is unknown whether this was the time 
at which Wood purchased the farm. Lambert Wood was the son o f John and Relief Wood. John Wood , bom in 
1780, was the son o f David (d. 1799) and Lucretia Wood. The 1790 as well as the 1798 census account for 
David Wood's household. This house may have been built by David Wood(s), grandfather of known owner, 
Lambert Wood. By 1857 Wood's widow, Abigail Wood (s) lived across the street at 45 Oregon Road. The 
1850s owner of this property, James Dillon, was assessed for $800 worth o f real estate in 1860 and by 1870 the 
house, barn and twenty-acre farm of William F. Pratt, then owner o f the property, was worth only $600. These 
valuations speak to the modest property. Mrs. M . Mitchell on the 1898 map refers to Mrs. Michael Mitchell. 
In 1881 Michael Mitchell was assessed for a horse, two cows, a modest house and barn and a sixteen acre farm. 
And in 1897 Hepsebeth Mitchell was assessed for a similar farm o f twenty-two acres with a modest house and 
barn and lived on the road from Cordaville to Ashland, one way in which Oregon Road was described. This 



I N V E N T O R Y F O R M C O N T I N U A T I O N S H E E T 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING 

220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 

H I S T O R I C A L N A R R A T I V E (Continued) 

house and the property on the opposite side o f the street transferred back and forth between Woods and 
Mitchells throughout the nineteenth century. 

Town Property Address 
S O U T H B O R O U G H 42 OREGON ROAD 

Area(s) Form No. 

1|218 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y and/or R E F E R E N C E S • see continuation sheet 

Assessors Reports: 1860, 1870, 1881, 1894, 1897. 
Atlases/Maps: 1831, 1857 (J. Dillon), 1870 (W. Pratt), 1898 (Mrs. M . Mitchell) 
Directories: 1900, 1903, 1905. 
Federal Agricultural Census, 1850 
Federal Direct Tax Census: 1798. 
Southborough Census: 1790 
Noble, Richard. Fences o f Stone, 1990. 

I I Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a completed 
National Register Criteria Statement form. 



Communi ty Property Address 
SOUTHBOROUGH 42 OREGON RD. 

Area(s) Form No. 

|218 

National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 

Check all that apply: 

• Individually eligible £3 Eligible only in a historic district 

• Contributing to a potential historic district • Potential historic district 

Criteria: _ A • B C • D 

Criteria Considerations: • A f j B • C • D • E • F • G 

Statement of Significance by Schuler/Forbes, Consultants 
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 

The Lambert Wood and Abigail Wood Houses are eligible for listing on the National Register as a small district 
that shows a rural setting of late eighteenth and mid-nineteenth century dwellings associated with the same family 
for a period of time. Each has undergone some changes but together may retain enough integrity of location, 
design, setting, association and feeling to convey a sense of the rural agricultural past of this southeastern part of 
Southborough. 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S A R C H I V E S BUILDING 

220 MORRISSEY B O U L E V A R D 

BOSTON , M A S S A C H U S E T T S 02125 
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set address 

ie 

o n ginal & present ( d U H . l i L t u 

, L u ^ O I - ^ A 
T 

esent owner 

en to publ ic 

e i")4iO Style Q ^ p Q>_4 

rce of date 

hitect 

_ OR part of A r e a # 

A^r^nitectural reason for inventorying: 

3„ CONDITION sExcelleift Good F a i r Deter iorated Moved A l t e red Added, 

4. DESCR IPT IO N 

F O U N D A T I O N / B A S E M E N T : High Regular t ^ w ) Ma t e r i a l 5 > f » 

W A L L C O V E R : Wood f^M^Vn^^A 
H A / * 

B r i c k Stone Other 

R O O F : '-iidgg) Gambre l F la t Hip Mansard 

Tower Cupola Dormer windows Balustrade G r i l l w o r k 

C H I M N E Y S : T£)2 3 4 ^Center) End Inter ior I r regular C luster Elaborate 

STORIES: 1 © 3 4 A T T A C H M E N T S : Wings E l l ^tje3} 

P O R C H E S : ( l ) 2 3 4 P O R T I C O Balcony 

F A C A D E : Gable end: Front)(siuj_ Ornament 
Entrance : Side Front : Center/Side Deta i ls : 

Windows: Spacing: Regu la r/ i r r egu lar <IrjeiUnpflT>(Vflrieri f> 

Corners : P l a i n P i l a s t e r s Quoins Cornerboarffls 

5. Indicate locat ion of bui ld ing in re la t ion to 
nearest c r o s s streets and other buildings 

6. Footage of structure f rom street 
P roper ty has feet frontage on street 

Recorder 

F o r 

Photo ft 

S E E R E V E R S E SI 

Date. m i 



R E L A T I O N O F SURROUNDING S T R U C T U R E 

1. Outbui ldings. . . 

2. Landscape Features : Agr i cu l ture Open Wooded Garden: Formal/ In formal 
Predominant features 
Landscape archi tect 

3 . Neighboring Structures 
Style: Co lonia l Federa l Greek Rev iva l Gothic Rev iva l Ital ian V i l l a L o m b a r d Rom. 

Venetian Gothic Mansard Richardsonian Modern 

Use : Res ident ia l Commerc i a l Re l ig ious Condit ions: Exce l l ent Good F a i r Deter iorated 

G IVE A B R I E F DESCR IPT ION O F HISTORIC I M P O R T A N C E O F SITE (Refer and elaborate on 
theme c i r c l e d on front of form) 

/ f 3 ct — 'dQji Yvs _ _ r_ "K^or-C. ^a - i ryN- - Oct I 'SrOLAX^ _ CT_i/̂ U 

o 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y AND/OR R E F E R E N C E 

\ 

K i d 7 ^ s ~ l v ^ / ^ * ^ 

RESTR ICT IONS . 

Or i g ina l Owner:. 
Deed Information: Book Number Page , Reg is t ry of Deeds 

F o r m B . 1 0 M - 1 1 - 6 9 - 045 654 


