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Inventory No: SBR.263    

Historic Name: Fayville Village Hall 

Common Name: Southborough G. A. R. Hall 

Address: 42 Central St 

City/Town: Southborough 

Village/Neighborhood: Fayville 

Local No: 38-45 

Year Constructed:

Architect(s): Warren, Joseph E. 

Architectural Style(s): Colonial Revival 

Use(s): Abandoned or Vacant; Auditorium; Community Center; 
Meeting Hall; Warehouse 

Significance: Community Planning; Politics Government; Recreation 

Area(s): SBR.D: Fayville

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s): 
Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Wood Shingle; Wood; Brick
Foundation: Stone, Uncut; Ashlar Random Laid 

  

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing 
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic 
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to 
this resource may be available in digital format at this time. 

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database 
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should 
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the 
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS 
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's 
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.  

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer 
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)  

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS 
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR 
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL 
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION 
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc) 
under the subject heading "MHC Forms." 
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F O R M B - B U I L D I N G Assessor's number U S G S Quad Area(s) F o r m Number 

Massachusetts Histor ica l Commission 
Massachusetts Archives Bui ld ing 
220 Morrissey Boulevard 
Boston, M A 02125 

38-45 

Sketch M a p 
Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Number each property for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets, 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a separate 
sheet if space is not sufficient here. Indicate north. 

Recor Anne Forbes, consultant 

Organization Southborough Histor ical Comm. 
,H!l 0 KWH 

Date June. 1999 

MASS. HIST. COMM 

Marlborough 263 

Town Snuthbnrnugh 

Place (neighborhood or village) 

Fayvil le 

Address 47, Central Street 

Histor ic Name F a y v i l l e H a l l / 
Fayvil le V i l lage H a l l 

Uses: Present S e n i o r r en te r , V F W mee t ing 
rooms 

Orig inal Meet ing ha l l : fire station 

1911 Date of Construction _ 

Source Southborough A n n u a l Reports 

Style/Form C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l 

Architect/Builder Bui lder : J . E . Warren & Co . 

Exter ior Mater ia l : 

Foundation stone- r a n d o m ash la r 

W a l l A r i m w o o d sh ing le ( m a i n bu i l d ing ) . 
brick (rear); wood t r im 

Roo f aspha l t 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures 

n o n e 

Major Alterat ions (with dates) W i n d o w sash 

and d o o r re.plare.d_, entry r o h i m n s r emoved— 

since 1978 

Condit ion good 

Moved [x] no ] yes Date 

Acreage less than one acre 

NT/A 

Setting A t Fayvil le opposite athletic field and 

playground. Parking lot, small modern 

athletic building, rai lroad to rear. 



B U I L D I N G F O R M 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L D E S C R I P T I O N [ x ] see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within 
the community. 

This distinctive bui lding is one of the focal points of Fayvil le, and one of Southborough's 
several stylish institutional structures of the early twentieth century. It is a large 1 1/2-story 
shingled bui lding with a gambrel roof l ined with four pedimented dormer windows on each 
long side. The ma in entry is in the center of the three-bay, symmetrical southwest-end facade, 
facing the street. Since 1978 the door has been replaced with a glass security door, and the 
pedimented, classical door hood has lost the round columns that supported it. The rest of the 
entry surround is intact, however, with flat, tapered pilasters, and a wide, molded architrave 
with the "eared" silhouette that was popular during the early-twentieth-century Co lon ia l 
Revival . Above the entry at second-story level is a large Pal ladian window with a wooden 
tympanum. The entry and the window above it are the most high-style elements of the 
bui lding. Other detail ing is minimal , approaching the Craftsman in its simplicity. The first-
story window surrounds have shallow molded crowns, and are flanked by wide recessed-panel 
shutters pierced in their upper sections with a heart motif. A l l the window sash on the main 
part of the bui lding has recently been replaced with vinyl, although the original openings have 
been retained, and the 12/8 and 8/8 panes follow the original sash configurations. Other 
architectural t r im on the main building consists of a molded cornice with returns, a water table, 
and flat cornerboards. (Cont.) 

H I S T O R I C A L N A R R A T I V E [x] see continuation sheet 
Explain history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, 
and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 

Fayvil le H a l l , more recently called Fayville Vi l lage H a l l , was built by the town in 1911 as a 
publ ic ha l l , to provide meeting space for the Southborough Post 44 of the Grand A r m y of the 
Republ ic , and for the use of the town F i re Department. Its construction as authorized by the 
M a r c h 1911 Town Meet ing was the culmination of many years of efforts to meet several 
longstanding needs. The Fayville section of town had lacked a meeting ha l l since the former 
G A R ha l l had burned down in the 1896 fire that also destroyed the former A . D . Howe shoe 
factory, and the Southborough Post 44 of the Grand A r m y of the Repub l i c had been without 
a headquarters since that time. Better storage facilities for the fire apparatus of Fayvil le was 
also needed than the space the town had been renting for $60 per year. The effort to construct 
the new community building was apparently spearheaded by the George Wesley Nichols 
Bui ld ing Associat ion, which offered the property on which the shoe factory and the G A R H a l l 
had stood to the town. They also apparently commissioned the design. Whi l e the name of the 
architect is not known, the builder was the major building contractor in Mar lborough at that 
time, Joseph E . Warren & Co . The Bui ld ing Committee consisted of Augustus E . Wright, 
Josiah True , and John H . McCloskey. Wa ldo B. Fay gave the town a mortgage to cover the 
construction costs and furnishings. (Apparently the Checkering piano that was bought by the 
town in 1912 for $256 is stil l there). (Cont.) 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y and/or R E F E R E N C E S [ ] see continuation sheet 

Noble , R ichard . Fences of Stone: a History of Southborough, M A . Portsmouth, N H : Peter 
Randal l , 1990. 

"F i re i n O l d A D Howe Shoe Shop," Southborough Chronotype, 3/7/1896. 
Town of Southborough: Annua l Reports for 1910-1913. 

Recommended for listing in the Nat ional Register of Histor ic Places. If checked, a completed-
National Register Criteria Statement form is attached. 



I N V E N T O R Y F O R M C O N T I N U A T I O N S H E E T Community Property 

Southborough Fayvil le H a l l 
Masschusetts His tor ica l Commission 
Massachusetts Archives Bui ld ing 
220 Morrissey Boulevard 
Boston, Massachusetts 02125 

Area(s) F o r m No . 
263 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L D E S C R I P T I O N , cont. 
The main part of the building has two secondary entries, one on each side elevation in the sixth 
bay from the street, reached by concrete steps. The northeast entry has a glass-and-panel door; 
the entry on the south side has a 6-panel wood door, and is sheltered by a shed-roofed hood 
on square posts, with a straight-dowel balustrade. A small chimney rises from the rear end of 
the roof ridge. 

Placed across the rear of the main building is a low, one-story shed-roofed brick section, 
originally used to store fire apparatus. Its south wal l , where the main entrance may have been, 
has a stepped brick parapet. A n added wood-shingled section extends from either either end. 
The rear wa l l of the brick section has 6-over-6-sash windows set into segmental-arched 
openings. W o o d 6-over-6-sash also remain in the northwest, hip-roofed addition. That part 
of the bui lding has its own facade entry, which appears to be original—it has a wooden door 
with one long panel, flanked by 5-pane sidelights. 

By some accounts, this building stands on, or reuses material from the foundations of the shoe 
factory formerly on the site. 

H I S T O R I C A L N A R R A T I V E , cont. 
A s was typical of the design of other public halls in town, such as the Town H a l l (#30) and 
Wilson's/Cordavil le H a l l at Fitzgerald 's Store in Cordavi l le (#172), the second floor of this 
bui lding was fi l led by a large meeting hall/auditorium, and had a stage at one end. Smaller 
rooms for the G A R and a rear kitchen were located at the first story, and the Company #1 
of the F i re Department used the one-story brick section at the rear of the bui lding to store 
equipment, including its hand engine. 

Since the Town owned the property, it could determine the uses of the hal l and gain some 
income from renting it out. It was also used for a variety of town purposes, such as activities 
during the war relief effort of Wor ld War I, and as a health center during the 1918 influenza 
epidemic, when a tent hospital was put up in the field beside the building. In 1921 Town 
Meet ing voted to grant use of the hal l to the Southborough Band. In 1923 the Town 
purchased land for a public park across the street from the G .W. Nichols Bui ld ing Association— 
apparently the property which is stil l in recreation use as a playground and the Horace E . Fay 
M e m o r i a l F i e ld . A t the height of the depression, the Fayville Athle t ic Associat ion sponsored 
the town's third Boy Scout troop, which held weekly meetings in the H a l l . The bui lding is sti l l 
i n active use as a senior citizens' center, and the rear section is occupied by Choate Post 3276 
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
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(over) 

In A r e a no. F o r m no. 

P J < * 3 

1. Town Southborough 

A d d r e s s 4 2 Cent ra l S t r e e t 

Name F a y v i l l e V i l l a g e Ha l l 

P r e sen t use Mun ic ipa l o f f i c e s 

( p a r t i a l l y unused) 

P r e sen t owner Town of Southborough 

3. De s c r i p t i on : , „ , T 
v c a . WWI 

Date c on j e c tu ra l 1 9 1 0 - 1 9 2 0 

Source Town employee 

Style C o l o n i a l Rev iva l 

A r c h i t e c t 

E x t e r i o r wa l l f abr i c wood sh ing l e f i e l d -
stone foundaTToh 

Outbui ld ings (describe) 

Other features lh s t o r y gambrel r oo f . 

Georgian - i n s p i r e d entrance p o r t i c o 

w i th Dor ic columns. (See o ther s ide ) 

A l t e r e d 2 rearwing Date 
add i t i ons - 1 s t o ry 

Moved Date 

5. Lo t s i z e : 

One ac r e or l ess Over one acre 

Approx imate frontage 7 8 J 

Approx ima te distance of bu i ld ing f r o m street 

3 2 J 

6. Recorded by H a r r i e t White 

Organ i za t i on MAPC 

Date 7 - 2 4 - 7 8 



7. O r i g i n a l owner (if known) 

O r i g i n a l use 

Town  o f  Southborough  

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates  Dur i ng  WWII  -  Red  Cross  vo l un t eers  r o l l e d  bandages  here .  
Cu r r en t l y  rented  out  f o r  dance  c l a s s e s ,  s o c i a l  f unc t i ons .  

8 .  Themes (check as many as applicable) 

A b o r i g i n a l 
A g r i c u l t u r a l 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l 
The A r t s 
C o m m e r c e 
Communica t i on 
Communi ty development 

Conserva t ion 
Educat ion 
E x p l o r a t i o n / 

sett lement 
Industry 
M i l i t a r y 
P o l i t i c a l 

Rec rea t i on 
Re l i g i on 
Sc i ence/ 

invention 
S o c i a l / 

humani tar ian 
T ranspor ta t i on 

9. H i s t o r i c a l s igni f icance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

10. B ib l i o g raphy and/or re ferences (such as l o ca l h i s t o r i e s , deeds, a s s e s s o r ' s r e c o rds , 
ea r l y maps, etc. ) 

Know ledgeab le  about  
-  Southborough  H i s t o r y  

Mrs .  Kay  A l l e n ,  77  Deer foot  Rd .  
Mrs .  Lo i s  McCar thy ,  23  H igh  S t .  



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 

Southborough  

Form No: 

TG3 
Property Name: 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

Other  f ea t u r es ,  cont ' d  

4  ped imented  dormers  on  each  l ower  s l ope  o f  the  gambre l  r oo f .  
Pa l l ad i an  window  over  en t rance .  

S t "'e to I nven to ry form at If om 

'^__S53!S^«SK_B^^r3>^ - ' I II II I I II i P> I I in 



Original yellow form: Eligibility file 
Copies: Inventory form 

Town filefw/corresp.) 
Maoris 
NR director Community: Southborough 

M H f OPTNTON: FT JGTBTT J T Y FOR N A T I O N A L RFGTSTER 

Date Received: 10/18/00 Date Due: Date Reviewed: 10/18/00 

Type: XIndividual District (Attach map indicating boundaries) 

Name: Fayville Village Hall Inventory Form^B^" 

Address: 

Requested by: Southborough Historical Commission 

Action: X Honor _ I T C _Grant _ _ R & C _Other: 

Agency: Staff in charge of Review: BF 

1/ 

I N D I V I D U A L P R O P E R T I E S 

Eligible 
—Eligible, also in district 

Eligible only in district 
Ineligible 

X More information needed 

C R I T E R I A : 

L E V E L : 

D I S T R I C T S 

Eligible 
Ineligible 

x More information needed 

JK_A 

_X_Local 

_B 

.State 

_X_D 

National 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E hy B r i a n K n i g h t 
The Colonial Revival/Shingle style, the 1-14 story gambrel roof Village Hall retains much of its simplistic yet 

historic building features such as a Palladian window with a wooden tympanum, the shallow wooden molded window 
crowns and recessed panel shutters. However, the front door has been replaced by a glass security door and the 
pedimented door hood has lost its supporting round columns. A l l of the window sash on the main part of the building 
was recently replaced with vinyl windows that mirror the historic 12/8 and 8/8 configurations. There is a one-story shed 
roofed brick section attached to the rear of the building. This section also has shingle extensions on either side of it. 
There is no information concerning the integrity of the interior of the building. 

The Fayville Village Hall was built in 1911 to serve as a meeting room for the Southborough Post 44 of the G A R 
as well as a space for the fire department. This building replaced the former G A R Hall, which burned down in 1896. 
There is a large meeting hall/auditorium on the second floor of the building. In 1918, the space was used as a health 
center during the influenza epidemic. The building is now used for as a Senior Citizens center and a meeting space for 
the VFW. 

The Village Town Hall serves as the focal point of the Fayville Village. Due to a fire that occurred in the center 
in 1896, many of the historic institutional buildings were destroyed. The Fayville Village Hall represents that "second 
growth" of civic buildings. In addition to the Fayville Village Hall, the area also consists of a collection of Greek 
Revival, Italianate, Bungalow and Arts and Crafts structures. Throughout the history of Fayville, there has always been a 
close relationship between the village and transportation. The village was located along the Boston and Worcester 
turnpike, the Agricultural Railway and the Boston and Worcester Trolley . Due to a large collection of intact 
institutional, commercial and industrial buildings ranging from the early 1800s through the first half of the 20t h century, 
the Village of Fayville is eligible as a National Register District under Criterion A and C at a local level. There is a large 
collection of intact buildings that vary in style and construction period which reflect both an architectural integrity but 
also the developmental history of the Fayville area. 


