
Saturday, July 09, 2016 at 2:20: PM 

 
  

Inventory No: SBR.88    

Historic Name: Sears, J. Montgomery Farm Manager's House 

Common Name: Wolfpen Farm Manager's House 

Address: 4 Sears Rd 

City/Town: Southborough 

Village/Neighborhood: Southborough 

Local No: 52-7A 

Year Constructed: c 1898 

Architect(s):
Architectural Style(s): No style 

Use(s): Servant Or Estate Housing; Single Family Dwelling House 

Significance: Architecture 

Area(s):

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s): 
Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Vinyl Siding; Wood
Foundation: Brick 

  

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing 
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic 
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to 
this resource may be available in digital format at this time. 

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database 
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should 
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the 
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS 
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's 
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.  

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer 
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)  

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS 
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR 
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL 
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION 
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc) 
under the subject heading "MHC Forms." 
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Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Massachusetts Archives Building 
220 Morrissey Boulevard 
~ iston. M A jQ2125 

52-7A 

sheet if space is not sufficient here. Indicate north. 
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Recorded by ForbesASr.hule.r, consultants 

OrgaririatioVi ! $iVf]thhorough Historical Comm. 

M&SS. Hi ST C0MM2QQQ 

Marlborough 

Town Southborough 

Place (neighborhood or village) 

Southhorough Center 

Address 4 Sears Road 
(formerly 23 Sears Road) 

Historic Name Sears employees' cottage 

Uses: Present 

Original 

dwelling 

dwelling 

Date of Construction ca. 1898 

Source maps: family records: visual assessment 

Style/Form Shingle Style 

Architect/Builder 

Exterior Material: 

Foundation 

Wall/Trim _ 

Roof 

unknown 

hrirk 
vinyl siding 

asphalt 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures 

clapboarded mid-70th C. 2-car parage 

Major Alterations (with dates) Late-20th C : 

window sash replaced with multi-pane sash 

Condition good 

Moved [x] no [ ] yes Date 

Acreage 1.9 acres 

N/A 

Setting On large lot with mature trees, pool and 
pool house. Fieldstone wall at front with granite 

small picket-fenced yard in front of house. posts; 
Located in residential area with houses of mixed 
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B U I L D I N G F O R M 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L D E S C R I P T I O N [ ] see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buddings within 
the community. 

4 Sears Road is a simply-detailed two-story, 5-by-2-bay, side-gable_, house. A n extension of the main 
roof plane flares forward to form the roof of a facade-width porch, creating a gambrel profile in that 
part of the building. A wide gable-front dormer extends over the porch; turned posts with square bases 
support the roof extension. A southwest wing extending to the rear, and incorporating a large brick 
interior chimney, is composed of a large gabled dormer over a descending roof that forms a leanto or 
"saltbox" profile on the south elevation. That wall displays two window bays at each story on the main 
part of the house, and a large round-arched opening, walled-in sometime during the last thirty years, 
toward the rear of the leanto. The north end of the house is also two bays deep, and has an exterior 
brick chimney, possibly a later addition, in the center. 

The main facade is nearly symmetrical, with a multi-light door in a center entry, closely flanked by two 
8-over-8-sash windows placed high in the wall. A 12-over-12-sash window is located south of the door; 
a wide multi-pane picture window occupies the wall north of the entry. The dormer in the roof above 
has two 8-over-8-sash, and other windows in the house are similarly multi-paned. 

H I S T O R I C A L N A R R A T I V E [ ] see continuation sheet 
Explain history of the budding. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, 
and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 

This house is representative of some of the residential architecture that was built on parcels at 
Southborough center divided out from some of the larger properties at the turn of the century. In this 
case, the owners were Mr . and Mrs. J. Montgomery Sears, (see Form #21), who built the large mansion 
across the street at 1 Sears Road for a spring and fall country residence in about 1885. By the late 
1890s J . M . Sears had developed avast farm, called Wolfpen Farm (see Area Form #0), that stretched 
north along both sides of Sears Road for over 400 acres, from Ma in Street north to the Marlborough 
border. 

The farm was assembled by consolidating several former farms and residential properties. The lot that 
this house stands on appears to have been part of the five-acre lot that previously belonged to J . H . 
Robinson, on which there was an old house at the corner of Ma in Street and Sears Road, and this one, 
built by the Sears as a residence for their porter or farm manager in about 1898. A farm lane ran west 
past the house from a point opposite the spruce-lined driveway across the street, then branched directly 
west to a north-south farm road, and northwest to the family stables. 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y and/or R E F E R E N C E S [ ] see continuation sheet 

Maps and atlases: 1898 ( JM Sears). 
The Marlborough Directory. Various dates and publishers. 
Noble, Richard. Fences of Stone: a History of Southborough, M A . Portsmouth, N H : Peter Randall, 

1990. 
Uhlman, Helen. Correspondence with Southborough Historical Commission, 2/14/2000. 
Owner's records. 

[x] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, a completed 
National Register Criteria Statement form is attached. 
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Massachusetts Histor ica l Commission 
220 Morrissey Boulevard 
Boston, Massachusetts 02125 

Community 

Southborough 

Area(s) 

Property Address 

4 Sears Road 

F o r m No(s). 
88 

National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 

Check all that apply: 

[ ] Individually eligible [x] Eligible only in a historic district 
[x] Contributing to a potential historic district [ ] Potential historic district 

Criteria: [x] A [ ] B [x] C [] D 

Criteria Considerations: [ ] A [ ] B [ ] C [ ] D [ ] E [ ] F [ ] G 

Statement of Significance by Forbes/Schuler, Consultants 
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 

The Sears employees' or manager's cottage is eligible for the National Register individually at the local 
level under Criterion A for its association with the prominent J . Montgomery Sears of Boston and 
Southborough and his wife, Sarah Choate Sears, and their large farm, Wolf Pen Farm, which covered much 
of the north central part of the town from the late-nineteenth- through the middle of the twentieth 
centuries. The property also meets Criterion C for its well preserved hybrid Shingle-Style architecture. 

For the above reasons, together with the Sears mansion at 1 Sears Road, it would also be eligible as part 
of a small district composed of the remaining adjacent Sears houses. In addition, it would qualify under 
both criteria as a contributing part of a National Register district encompassing the historic residential and 
institutional center of Southborough. 

The property retains integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, setting and association. 
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3. CONDITION Exce l lent Good F a i r Deter iorated Moved A l t e red Added, 

4. DESCRIPT ION 

F O U N D A T I O N / B A S E M E N T : High Regular Low Mate r i a l J_Z2_____ 
W A L L C O V E R : Wood tlt&p 1j>-p^>. B r i c k Stone Other 

R O O F : *c£i_ge> Gambre l F la t Hip M a n s a r ^ D u I c cXL <^C~~ficrf cA^ V*£>D~P 
Tower Cupola Dormer windows Balustrade G r i l l w o r k 
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STORIES: l ( T ) 3 4 A T T A C H M E N T S : Wings E l l Shed 

P O R C H E S : Q 2 3 4 P O R T I C O Rnlnnny 

F A C A D E : Gable end: Front((side) Ornament 

Entrance : Side Front : ^Qentej)/Side Deta i ls : 
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6. Footage of structure f r om street 
P roper ty has feet frontage on street 
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R E L A T I O N O F SURROUNDING S T R U C T U R E ( 

1. Outbuildings, 

2. Landscape Features : Agr i cu l ture Open Wooded Garden: Formal/ In formal 
Predominant features 
Landscape architect 

3. Neighboring Structures 
Style: Co lon ia l Federa l Greek Rev iva l Gothic Rev i va l Ital ian V i l l a L o m b a r d Rom. 

Venetian Gothic Mansard Richardsonian Modern 

Use : Res ident ia l Commerc i a l Rel ig ious Condit ions: Exce l lent Good F a i r Deter iorated 

G IVE A B R I E F DESCRIPT ION O F HISTORIC I M P O R T A N C E O F SITE (Refer and elaborate on 
theme c i r c l e d on front of form) 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y AND/OR R E F E R E N C E 

RESTR ICT IONS 

Or i g ina l Owner: 
Deed Information: Book Number V l c r -̂ Page J " V Reg is t ry of Deeds 

F o r m B . 1 0 M - 1 1-69 - 0 4 5 65 4 


