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Inventory No: SBR.271    

Historic Name: Fairbanks, Charles L. House 

Common Name:

Address: 34 Main St 

City/Town: Southborough 

Village/Neighborhood: Southborough 

Local No: 32; 33; 54-9 

Year Constructed: c 1895 

Architect(s):
Architectural Style(s): Queen Anne 

Use(s): Single Family Dwelling House 

Significance: Architecture 

Area(s): SBR.AG: Southborough Town Center
SBR.A: Main Street Area

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s): 
Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Wood Shingle; Wood Clapboard; Wood; Stone, 
Uncut
Foundation: Stone, Uncut 

  

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing 
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic 
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to 
this resource may be available in digital format at this time. 

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database 
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should 
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the 
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS 
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's 
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.  

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer 
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)  

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS 
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR 
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL 
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION 
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc) 
under the subject heading "MHC Forms." 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Massachusetts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc 

This file was accessed on: 



Friday, July 08, 2016 at 1:31: PM 

 
  

Inventory No: SBR.271    

Historic Name: Fairbanks, Charles L. House 

Common Name:

Address: 34 Main St 

City/Town: Southborough 

Village/Neighborhood: Southborough 

Local No: 32; 33; 54-9 

Year Constructed: c 1895 

Architect(s):
Architectural Style(s): Queen Anne 

Use(s): Single Family Dwelling House 

Significance: Architecture 

Area(s): SBR.AG: Southborough Town Center
SBR.A: Main Street Area

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s): 
Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Wood Shingle; Wood Clapboard; Wood; Stone, 
Uncut
Foundation: Stone, Uncut 

  

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing 
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic 
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to 
this resource may be available in digital format at this time. 

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database 
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should 
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the 
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS 
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's 
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.  

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer 
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)  

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS 
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR 
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL 
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION 
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc) 
under the subject heading "MHC Forms." 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Massachusetts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc 

This file was accessed on: 



F O R M B - B U I L D I N G Assessor's number U S G S Quad Area(s) F o r m Number 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Massachusetts Archives Building 
220 Morrissey Boulevard 
Boston, M A 02125 

54-9 

RECEIVE: 

JUL 0 3 2000 

MASS. HIST. CCMM 

M 

Recorded by Forhes/Schuler, consultants 

Organization Southborough Historical Commission 

Date February. 2000 

Marlborough 271 

Town Southborough 

Place (neighborhood or village) 

Southborough center 

Address 34 Main Street 

Historic Name Charles Fairbanks House 

Uses: Present dwelling 

Original dwelling 

Date of Construction ca. 1895 

Source maps: visual assessment 

Style/Form Queen Anne 

Architect/Builder unknown 

Exterior Material: 

Foundation rubble 

Wall/Trim wood clapboard and shingle. 

Roof asphalt 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures 

none 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

ca. 1990: window replacement 

Condition good 

Moved [x] no [ ] yes Date 

Acreage less than one acre 

N/A 

Setting Opposite library on south side of Main. 

Faces north on narrow lot. 



B U I L D I N G F O R M 2 - 7 / 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L D E S C R I P T I O N [ ] see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within 
the community. 

One of the later buildings on the south side of Main Street at the Town Common, this house is a 
companion to the slightly more elaborate 46 Main Street, but is in a better state of preservation. It is a 
wide gable-front Queen Anne house, with a distinctive steeply-gambreled roof which contains both the 
second and attic story. The lower wall of each story slightly projects over the one below it, as does the 
upper wall of the main gable peak-features which, along with the dominance of the roof, add a hint of the 
Shingle Style to the building. A wide cross-gable in the middle of the west elevation displays a similar 
overlap of stories. On the east side is a tall 2 1/2-story polygonal bay window with a high gabled roof that 
is nearly identical to a bay in the same position at 46 Main. While 46 Ma in Street has a tall round tower ) 
at the northwest facade corner, here there is a one-story round bay window in that position, with a slightly 
taller rectangular bay behind it on the west side. A one-story bay that extends across most of the rear of 
the house has a small oriel bay window on its west wall. 

The main facade is two bays wide. The east half at the first story is occupied by a wide, shallow bay 
window tucked under the second-story overhang; the west portion contains the main entry and a corner 
window beside it, both sheltered by a large square entry porch supported on short Tuscan columns set on 
a mortared fieldstone parapet wall. The parapet extends east across the front of the bay window to 
another short Tuscan column under the northeast corner of the house. The door is a large glass-and-panel 
type with a single large glass light, surrounded by leaded sidelights over paneled aprons. 

Most of the windows have been replaced recently with 1-over-1-sash, and have narrow modern vinyl 
shutters. Each gable, however, retains its original wide multi-light- over-2-pane sash. A shallow hip-roofed 
dormer articulates the lower roof plane on the front section of the east side of the house. 

The building is sided in wood clapboard at the first story, and wood shingle on the upper parts of the walls. 
A tall brick chimney rises from the northwest edge of the main roof slope; another chimney is located on 
the main east roof slope, just above the dormer. 

IT 

H I S T O R I C A L N A R R A T I V E [ ] see continuation sheet ) 
Explain history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, 
and the role(s) the owners I occupants played within the community. 

While the map of 1898 marks this house as belonging to Charles F. Fairbanks, that may be an error. 
While tax records show that he owned owned a farm south of Turnpike Road and a much smaller house 
in 1897, he died later that year at the age of thirty-nine. The true owner of this house in the late 1890s, 
and for several decades afterward, was apparently Charles L. Fairbanks. In 1897 he owned a house 
of about this size, with 110 rods of land and a windmill. 

Charles L. Fairbanks was the proprietor of the express company near the railroad at Southborough 
center. For a brief ten years, his company office was located in the 1904 Masonic Block at the corner 
of Ma in Street and Boston Road, which burned down in 1914. By 1905 he was also the Postmaster for 
Southborough center, in charge of the Post Office which was also located in the Masonic Block. He 
served as a Selectman for many years at the beginning of the twentieth century, and was a longtime 
Town Clerk. 

The property here was originally quite large, about the same size as the campus of the Fay School at 
the time the house was built. It extended east and southeast to Cordaville Road (Rte 85), for quite 
some distance, and southwest behind two other Main Street houses to Middle Road. By the time the 
house was built the property had been reduced to less than an acre, and lots for other houses had been 
divided out on the rear part of the land. 

[x] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, a completed 
National Register Criteria Statement form is attached. 



I N V E N T O R Y F O R M C O N T I N U A T I O N S H E E T Community Property 

Southborough 34 Ma in Street 
Masschusetts Historical Commission 
Massachusetts Archives Building 
220 Morrissey Boulevard 
Boston, Massachusetts 02125 

Area(s) 
A 

Form No. 
271 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y and/or R E F E R E N C E S [ ] see continuation sheet 
Maps and Atlases: 1898 (CF Fairbanks). 
Marlborough and Southborough Street Directories. Various dates and publishers. 
Town of Southborough: Vital Records; Annual Reports and Tax Valuations, various dates. 



Massachusetts Histor ica l Commission 
220 Morrissey Boulevard 
Boston, Massachusetts 02125 

Community 

Southborough 

Area(s) 
A 

Property Address 

34 M a i n Street 

F o r m No(s). 
271 

National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 

Check al l that apply: 

[ ] Individually eligible [ ] El ig ible only in a historic district 
[x] Contr ibuting to a potential historic district [ ] Potential historic district 

Cr i ter ia : [x] A [ ] B [x] C [ ] D 

Cr i ter ia Considerations: [ ] A [ ] B [ ] C [ J D [ ] E [ J F [ ] G 

Statement of Significance by Forbes/Schuler, Consultants 
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 

This house is eligible for the National Register as a contributing property in a district encompassing the 
historic residential and institutional meetinghouse center of the town. Under Criterion A , it is significant 
for its association with longtime Town Clerk and Selectman Charles L. Fairbanks, who was also Postmaster 
and express agent in the Masonic Block at the foot of Main Street in the early years of the twentieth 
century. The building meets Criterion C as astylish Queen Anne House. 

The property retains integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, setting and association. 



Development of town/city 
A rch i t e c tu ra l reason for inventorying: 

Southborough,  Mass 

% address 3 ^ Main Street 

or ig ina l & present dwel l ing 

ent owner Fred .  ^* Wi l l iams 

to publ ic ^ o 

Style W > riucfied V t \ o> 

be of date 

Arch i tec t 

OR part of A r e a # 

3„ CONDITION E x c e l l e n t ( G o o d y F a i r Deter iorated Moved A l t e red Added. 

4. DESCR IPT IO N 

F O U N D A T I O N / B A S E M E N T : High (Regu l a r ) Low Ma t e r i a l STCA/<£-

W A L L C O V E R : Wood SHit/Gce'p B r i c k Stone Other 

R O O F : (Ridge JGambre l F la t Hip Mansard 

C H I M N E Y S 

ower Cupola Dormer windows Balustrade G r i l l w o r k 

6) 2 3 4 

STORIES : 1 2 0 4 

P O R C H E S : 1 2 3 4 

Center End (^InteriorJ) I r regu lar C luster Elaborate 

A T T A C H M E N T S : Wings E l l Shed 

P O R T I C O _ Balcony 

F A C A D E : Gable end: Front/side Ornament. 

Windows: Spacing: Regular {Trr egula.r) I d en t i ca l l ya r i ed j ) . 

Co rne r s : P l a i n P i l a s t e r s Quoins (Cornerboards 

5„ Indicate locat ion of bui ld ing in re la t ion to 
nearest c r o s s streets and other buildings 

6. Footage of structure f r om street 
P rope r t y has 93 ^ feet, frontage on street 

Recorder 

F o r 

Photo #. Date. 

S E E R E V E R S E SIDE 



RELATION OF SURROUNDING STRUCTURE 

1. Outbuildings 

i / 5 6 R . 2 7 / 

2. Landscape Features: Agriculture Open Wooded Garden: Formal/Informal 
Predominant features 
Landscape architect. 

3. Neighboring Structures flttoss- FCo/m Useoiz-f C C ^ T ^ C W ^ ) 

Style: Colonial Federal Greek Revival Gothic Revival Italian Villa Lombard Rom. 
Venetian Gothic Mansard Richardsonian Modern 

Use: (^^sWential^ommercial Religious Conditions: Excellent (Goody Fair Deteriorated 

GIVE A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF HISTORIC IMPORTANCE OF SITE (Refer and elaborate on 
theme circled on front of form) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY AND/OR REFERENCE 

) 

RESTRICTIONS 

Original Owner: 
D|ed Information: Book Number Page , Registry of Deeds 

) 

F o r m B. 10M-6-71-049688 


