
Friday, July 08, 2016 at 1:06: PM 

 
  

Inventory No: SBR.13    

Historic Name: Fay, Dea. Jonas House 

Common Name: Father and Son House - Cowern, John House 

Address: 25 Jericho Hill Rd 

City/Town: Southborough 

Village/Neighborhood:

Local No: 80-2 

Year Constructed: c 1827 

Architect(s):
Architectural Style(s): Federal 

Use(s): Agricultural; Dairy; Orchard; Single Family Dwelling 
House 

Significance: Agriculture; Architecture 

Area(s):

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s): 
Roof: Asphalt Shingle; Asbestos Shingle
Wall: Synthetic Other; Wood
Foundation: Stone, Uncut; Granite; Brick 

  

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing 
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic 
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to 
this resource may be available in digital format at this time. 

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database 
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should 
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the 
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS 
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's 
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.  

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer 
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)  

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS 
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR 
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL 
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION 
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc) 
under the subject heading "MHC Forms." 
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F O R M B - B U I L D I N G Assessor's number U S G S Quad Area(s) F o r m Number 

Massachusetts His tor ica l Commission 
Massachusetts Archives Bui ld ing 
220 Morrissey Boulevard 
Boston, M A 02125 

80-2 Mar lborough 13, 636-639 

Sonthhoroiigh 

Place (neighborhood or village) 

Sketch M a p 
Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Number each property for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets, 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a separate 
sheet if space is not sufficient here. Indicate north. 

I 
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Recorded by Forbes/Schuler, consultants 

O r g l n ^ r k f f i J . c ^ I & J & o u g h Historical Comm. 

Date r,,HH. Q S o m b e r , 1999 

Address 25 Jericho H i l l Road 

Histor ic Name Jonas Fay House 

Uses: Present dwell ing 

Or ig ina l . dwell ing 

Date of Construction ca. 1827 

Source tradition; visual assessment 

Style/Form Federal 

Architect/Builder. unknown 

Exter ior Mater ia l : 

Foundation granite and hr i rk 

Wal l/Trim wood shakes 

Roo f asphalt 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures 

19th-C. barn, storehouse: 2 sheds (see text) 

Major Alterations (with dates) extension one 

bay north, early 20th C. Barn expanded with 

garage bays, early 20th C. (see text) 

Condit ion good 

Moved [x] no [ ] yes Date 

Acreage 69 acres 

N/A 

Setting O n lower slope of h i l l , back from road 

on large acreage Woods tn N a r r n ^ stone 

wall Far ly 1Qth-C house arrows road 

M A S S . H I S T . C 0 M M 



B U I L D I N G F O R M 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L D E S C R I P T I O N [ ] see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within 
the community. 

In spite of its early-twentieth-century expansion, this house is one of Southborough's best-
preserved houses of the Federal period, and retains some high-style features that are unusual 
in this rural town. It is a large 2 1/2-story building, two rooms deep, with two large chimneys 
piercing the ridge of the roof that is side-gabled on the south end, hipped at the north. Whi le 
it has the appearance of a traditional five-bay house, historic photographs indicate that the 
bui lding had a four-bay facade through the nineteenth century, and that it was later expanded 
north under the present hipped corner to include a full fifth bay along the north end. The 
large 2 1/2-story rear wing on a brick foundation dates to the nineteenth century, but the one-
story side-gabled sun room abutting the south gable end apparently dates to about 1930. The 
paired Tuscan pilasters at the corners of the sun room mimic the columns that support the 
corners of a much earlier pedimented, projecting entry "porch" at the center entry. The entry 
has a 6-panel door flanked by 4-pane sidelights over paneled aprons. The north side elevation 
of the house, since its expansion, is five bays deep, and abuts a cross-gabled two-story rear wing 
that projects one-bay north from the main house. The projection is salt-box in profile, one-
room deep, and displays an open porch at the rear. A t the east end of the earlier 2 1/2-story 
rear wing is a one-story extension, apparently originally a woodshed, with a 4-panel door and 
a wider double-leaf vertical board door in the south side. 

Most of the windows in the house are 6-over-6-sash, with flat surrounds. A 6-over-9-sash 
appears at attic level in the south end gable, and several more are located at the second story 
on the rear (east) wal l of the building. The windows of the south sun room are multi-l ight 
casements. A n entry on the north side of the house is sheltered by a modern shed-roofed 
hood; behind it to the east is a twentieth-century double-hung triple kitchen window. 

One outstanding feature of this house is the high-style Federal doorway on the rear facade—the 
second of the two so-called "father-and-son" doorways. This entry has a 6-panel Federa l door 
f lanked by flat Tuscan pilasters, and is surmounted by a finely-detailed entablature with frieze 
and crown molding. Another entry, in the south side of the rear wing, has a late-nineteenth-
century gabled hood supported on large flared braces, and a 4-panel V ic tor ian two-part "Dutch" 
door, visible through a present vestibule. 

Several outbuildings enhance the rural aspect of this property. A large gable-front, 
clapboarded barn (#637) with a shed-roofed tie-up bay along the south side stands directly 
behind the house. It has 6-over-6-sash windows, and an overhead-mounted sliding wagon door. 
Projecting forward from its southwest corner is what appears to be a small cross-gabled mi lk 
house. Extending west from the barn's northwest corner is a long 1 1/2-story garage/equipment 
shed with a series of sliding tongue-and-groove doors. Just southwest of the barn is another 
barn or storehouse (#636), built into the hillside, with its main vertical-board, double-leaf door 
facing north toward the barnyard. This building has an asphalt-shingled gambrel roof over a 
clapboarded lower story that extends southeast from the h i l l . Two small early-twentieth-century 
novelty-sided sheds or poultry houses (#s 638, 639) aligned along a fieldstone wal l north of the 
house complete the array of buildings. 

Whi l e much of this large property has grown up to woods, an open area south of the house 
below a long fieldstone retaining wall has remnants of an apple orchard and several small 
gardens. 

[x] Recommended for listing in the Nat ional Register of Histor ic Places. If checked, a completed 
National Register Criteria Statement form is attached. 



I N V E N T O R Y F O R M C O N T I N U A T I O N S H E E T Community Property 

Southborough 25 Jericho H i l l R d . 
Masschusetts Histor ica l Commission 
Massachusetts Archives Bui ld ing 
220 Morr issey Boulevard 
Boston, Massachusetts 02125 

Area(s) F o r m No . 
13, 636-639 

H I S T O R I C A L N A R R A T I V E [ ] see continuation sheet 
Explain history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, 
and the role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 

Al though the tradit ional date for this house is placed at 1827, the Federal style and form of the 
building would be consistent with a date as early as 1815-1820. A l so , at times it may have been 
confused with an older house of an earlier Jonas Fay which stood nearby. A s its best-known 
owner, Jonas Fay, would probably not have acquired it unti l after his marriage to Charlotte Morse 
in 1843, further research wi l l be required to find who its first owner was. Deed research might 
be conducted to determine whether it might have been built for Jonas's father, farmer Dea. 
Br igham Fay, who died in 1851 at the age of 79. 

Jonas Fay (b. 1817), owner of the hundred-acre farm here from at least 1856, was the son of 
Br igham and Becca (Nichols) Fay. H is much older brother, Lovett Fay, had a farm across the 
road at 30 Jericho Hr l l Road (see Fo rm #14). Jonas Fay was one of the more prominent citizens 
of Southborough in the middle of the nineteenth century. H e was at various times a Selectman, 
Assessor, Fence Viewer, member of the School Committee, and Representative to the Genera l 
Court. L i k e his father, he was also a Deacon in the Pi lgr im Church. Af ter the C i v i l Wa r the 
extent of his farm was stil l nearly a hundred acres, and on it was this house and barn, plus a 
carriage house, storehouse (probably the building built into the hil lside), and an old house, 
apparently the home of W i l l i am and Jerusha (Parmenter) Fay, which was removed sometime after 
Mrs . Fay's death in 1874 at the age of ninety-six. Jonas was primarily a dairy farmer, wi th a herd 
of a dozen cows and a bul l . L ike many of his neighbors, he also had a sizable orchard. 

Jonas Fay died in 1883, at the age of sixty-five. The farm was subsequently owned, into the early 
years of the twentieth century, by John Cowern (also referred to as John Cower) . It was still 80 
acres under his ownership, and he worked it as a dairy farm, with 22 cows, and five horses. H e 
died in 1911 at the age of seventy. After his death, his son, H . G . Cowern, continued to operate 
the farm. Today most of the Cowern l and-69 acres-- is still associated with the house, and is one 
of Southborough's largest surviving privately-owned parcels. 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y and/or R E F E R E N C E S [ ] see continuation sheet 
Maps and Atlases: 1831; 1857 (Jonas Fay); 1870 (J. Fay); 1898 (J. Cowern); 1937 W P A maps. 
The Mar lborough Directory. Var ious dates and publishers. 
Noble , R ichard . Fences of Stone: a History of Southborough, M A . Portsmouth, N H : Peter 

Randa l l , 1990. 
O l d Southborough: a Photographic Essay. Southborough Histor ical Society, 1981. 
Simpson, H . Louise. O l d Houses in Southborough. Unpubl ished manuscript, 1904. 
Town of Southborough: V i t a l Records; Assessor's Reports, various dates. 
Census records. 
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Massachusetts Histor ica l Commission 
220 Morrissey Boulevard 
Boston, Massachusetts 02125 

Community 

Southborough 

Area(s) 

Property Address 

25 Jericho H i l l Road 

Fo rm No(s). 
13; 636-639 

National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 

Check all that apply: 

[x] Individually eligible [ ] Eligible only in a historic district 
[ ] Contributing to a potential historic district [ ] Potential historic district 

Criteria: [x] A [ ] B [x] C [ ] D 

Criteria Considerations: [ ] A [ ]• B [ ] C [ ] D [ ] E [ ] F [ ] G 

Statement of Significance by Forbes/Schuler, Consultants 
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 

The well-preserved Jonas Fay House meets Criterion C of the National Register at the local level as one 
of several examples in Southborough of a double-pile, side-gabled, four-bay, or "three-quarter" house of 
the early part of the nineteenth century, as well as for its stylish late Federal style details. 

The property is also significant under Criterion A as a sizable remnant of one of the many prosperous mid-
and late-nineteenth century farms in the outlying agricultural areas of Southborough. Jonas Fay, owner 
of what was at that time a farm of nearly a hundred acres, was one of Southborough's more prominent 
citizens of his time, serving at various times as a Selectman, Assessor, Fence Viewer, member of the School 
Committee, and Representative to the General Court. He was also a Deacon in the Pilgrim Church. 

The house retains integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, setting, feeling, and association. 
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st a d d r e s s ^ ^ - J e n c / v . NAAJL KA 
e 

i n a l use 

ent use 

^ent owner / Jt-T"5 > M * * (JLccx.4 

p. to public 
A r C I l l L B U t U l t , 

Art/scu lpture 
Educat ion 
Government 
L i t e ra ture 
Mus i c 

Trave l/communicat ion 
M i l i t a r y af fairs 
Rel igion/philosophy 
Indians 
Development of town/city 

Date I f f £, / Style 

Source of date/U.Aite^_ _J.aTJ6> &\Scvlc<iztL. 

Arohi toct jokx^ YnyY>&AJLLVI* 

3. CONDITION: Exce l l ent Good^Fa i r ) Deter iorated Moved A l t e r ed Added 

4. DESCR IPT IO N 

FOUNDAT ION/BASE M E NT: H igh Regular Low Ma te r i a l : Ledf^ %> <3U-J. • ^ i U _ - " h v i g 

W A L L C O V E R : Wood 

R O O F : CRj_lgg? Gambre l F l a t H ip Mansard 

Tower Cupola Do rmer windows Balustrade G r i l l w o r k 

C H I M N E Y S : 1 2 C3) 4 Center End < jn te r i o r ) I r regu lar 

STORIES: 1*2)3 4 A T T A C H M E N T S : Wings ( (E lT ) Shed 

P O R C H E S : Tj2 3 4 

B r i c k Stone Other ) ^ i J f . l W . ! S - U C i ^ 

C lus te r Elaborate 

Balcony 

F A C A D E : Gable end: Front/Side") Ornament 

Entrance: Side Front : Centeh/Side Deta i ls 

Windows: Spacing: Regu lar/ i r regu la r ( ^ t en t i ca^yar i ed 

Co rne r s : ^ p l ^ d n ^ i l a s t e r s Quoins Cornerboards 

5. Indicate location of structure in re la t ion to 
nearest c ross streets and other buildings 

6. Footage of structure f rom street 
P roper ty has feet frontage on street 

Recorder 

F o r 

Photo Date 

S E E R E V E R S E 9? 



R E L A T I O N OF SURROUNDING TO S T R U C T U R E 

1. Outbuildings 

2. Landscape Features : Ag r i cu l tu re Open Wooded Garden: Fo rma l/ in f o rma l 
Predominant features 
Landscape archi tect 

3. Neighboring Structures 
Style: Co lon ia l F ede ra l Greek Rev iva l Gothic Rev i va l I tal ian V i l l a Lombard Rom-

Venetian Gothic Mansard Richardsonian Modern 

Use: Res ident ia l C o m m e r c i a l Re l ig ious Condit ions: Exce l l ent Good F a i r Deter iorated 

GIVE A B R I E F D E S C R I P T I O N O F HISTORIC I M P O R T A N C E O F SITE (Refer and elaborate on 
theme c i r c l ed on front of form) 

C^&Y-O&^^CS . ey^a crv-_ £!_r.<_^iv s^uL.<_ t 2t S<?T_. <d( 9^v<s d'v^w _» 
ft V * 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y AND/OR R E F E R E N C E 

>8lD - < _ _ ) oSu th -^rx^j 

RESTRICT IONS 

Or i g ina l Owner: 
Deed Information: Book Number^7j[jjjF y Page t/^fc" ./.C6'U.^3 s Wv'^ r ft- Reg is t ry of Deeds 

— _ • _ » « « "Jlff-Mi-'ll.'i-iii-.l'iLI-iiii'i - V . '= -


