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Inventory No: SBR.196    

Historic Name: Ward, Ephriam Jr. House 

Common Name:

Address: 201 Parkerville Rd
3 Gilmore Rd 

City/Town: Southborough 

Village/Neighborhood:

Local No: 13-02 

Year Constructed: r 1855 

Architect(s):
Architectural Style(s): No style 

Use(s): Agricultural; Multiple Family Dwelling House; Poultry Farm; 
Single Family Dwelling House 

Significance: Agriculture; Architecture 

Area(s):

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s): 
Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Wood Shingle; Wood
Foundation: Brick; Concrete Unspecified; Granite; Stone, 
Cut 

  

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing 
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic 
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to 
this resource may be available in digital format at this time. 

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database 
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should 
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the 
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS 
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's 
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.  

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer 
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)  

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS 
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR 
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL 
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION 
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc) 
under the subject heading "MHC Forms." 
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F O R M B - BUILDING Assessor's Number USGS Quad Area(s) Form Number 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING 
220 MORRIS SEY B O U L E V A R D 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 

13-02 Marlboro 196 

Sketch M a p 
Draw a map showing the building's location in relation to the 
nearest cross streets and/or major natural features. Show all 
buildings between inventoried building and nearest intersection 
or natural feature. Label streets including route numbers, if any. 
Circle and number the inventoried building. Indicate north. 

Recorded by Schuler/Forbes 

Organization Southborough Historical Commission 

Date (n 

Town SOUTHBOROUGH 

Place (neighborhood or village) 

201 Parkerville Road (same as 3 Gilmore) 

: Name Ephriam Ward Jr. 

resent residential 

riginal residential 

Construction ca. 1850s 

maps and visual analysis 

rm Greek Revival/altered end gable L-plan 

t/Builder unknown 

r Material: 

iwu.nirttion granite block, brick 

Wall/Trim wood shingles/wood trim 

Roof asphalt 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures bam, hen house, 
garage 

Major Alterations (with dates) enclosed porch infill of L-
plan, exterior chimney, second story addition to rear ell, 
exterior stairs - mid 20t h c. 

Condition good 

Moved _] no Q yes Date n/a 
barn moved on lot in early 1900s 

Acreage .91 acre 

Setting Northwest corner of Parkerville and Gilmore, 
among mid 20t h c. capes and ranches and late 19th c. 
farmstead on Parkerville. - Farm setting with outbuildings 
behind house 

•JUL 0 3 2000 
Follow Massachusetts F^'orical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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BUILDING F O R M 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION • see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community. 

Although the one and one-half story gable front dwelling is substantially altered the relationship o f buildings and 
the early L-plan o f the plain house articulate the mid nineteenth century farniing complex which has lost its 
fanning landscape. The main house features a two-bay gable front with a single window in the peak all of six-
over-six sash. The side ell or wing appears to have been added as it is on a brick foundation. The enclosed 
porch with exterior tall chimney on the south side is infill on concrete. The original house had a single story rear 
ell which was expanded on concrete foundation, a second story, and exterior stairs. A l l windows have six-over-
six sash set in plain frames. Entrance doors are mid twentieth century and located in the front/east side o f the 
enclosed porch and on the south side o f the rear addition. The gable peak o f the east side, facing Parkerville 
Road, has a decorative scalloped verge board with cutouts and quatrefoil design. The mid to late nineteenth 
century barn (MHC #659) remains with the gable end facing Gilmore Road, an overhead garage door in place o f 
a centered barn door, a small hay door above and flanking 8/8 windows with the same in the gable peak. This 
barn is on a dry-laid stone foundation. The clapboard building retains wood corner posts and boxed cornice. 
Also on the property is a two-story hen house/barn (MHC #660) on a raised concrete foundation with carriage 
doors in the gable end/east side and a long low one-story five-bay shed behind with six-over-six sash. No doubt 
this was built when the property was a thriving poultry farm in the early 1900s. A four-bay garage of vertical 
board siding, probably o f mid twentieth century construction is on the west side o f the mid-nineteenth century 
barn. 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE • see continuation sheet 
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, and the 
role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 
Located north o f Southville on Parkerville Road, this property is near the earliest extant properties in the 
southern part o f Southborough. The Ward family was a well known early family with William Ward among the 
first Selectmen in 1727 when the Town was formed and Ephriam Ward, among the early prosperous residents 
with his twenty oxen used for hauling in the mid 1700s. In the 1820s Ward family land was donated for the first 
Baptist Church on Mt . Vickery H i l l at Turnpike Road. During the nineteenth century other Wards lived north of 
Main Street (See Brigham-Ward Area Form K ) and around the corner from this property at 211 Middle Road, 
home o f Lyman Ward. 

This parcel with the modest farmhouse and barn once was part o f a larger farm. It appears to have been built by 
1857 according to map references. In 1860 Ephriam Ward was assessed for $2600 worth o f real estate. The 
1870 Assessors Report shows Ephriam Ward owning a thirty-eight acre farm with house and barn. The 
reference to E . Ward, Jr. is found only on the 1857 map to distinguish from E. Ward who appears to have lived 
in a house on the opposite corner, 205 Parkerville Road. By 1894 this property had passed to Wilbur A. Ward 
who was assessed for the thirty-eight acre farm with house, barn and 100 chickens, however, the historic map o f 
1898 still used E . Ward to label this property. As late as 1900 Wilbur A . Ward is listed as a laborer living on the 
Southville Road as Parkerville Road was called. Ephriam Ward (1822-1908) was fisted as retired and hving two 
miles on the Southville Road in early twentieth century directories. In the early 1900s when the property was a 
poultry farm, the barn was moved from the location o f 3 Gilmore Road to its present location, which accounts 
for its mid nineteenth century form on dry-laid stone foundation. The reduction o f the farm land occurred from 
the mid 1900s when there were a number o f lots developed along Parkerville Road. The most recent division o f 
land was in 1990s when the parcel tehind this property was divided for the construction o f the residence now 
known as 3 Gilmore Road. 



I N V E N T O R Y F O R M C O N T I N U A T I O N S H E E T Town 
S O U T H B O R O U G H 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING 

220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y and/or R E F E R E N C E S • see continuation sheet 
Assessors Reports: 1860, 1870, 1894, 1897, 1900. 
Atlases/Maps: 1857 (E. Ward, Jr.), 1870 (E. Ward), 1898 (E. Ward) 
Noble, Richard. Fences o f Stone. 1990. 

• Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a completed 
National Register Criteria Statement form. 

Property Address 
201 PARKERVILLE ROAD 

Area(s) Form No. 

It 196 
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M H C I N V E N T O R Y F O R M C O N T I N U A T I O N S H E E T 
MHC Inventory scanning project, 2008-2009 

M A C R I S No. 5 8 ( £ , ) ? £ > 

H e n h o u s e ( 5 f i £ - £ > 6 o ) . 



Development of town/city 
A r ch i t e c tu ra l reason for inventorying: 

et address _» 
u 

: o r i g ina l & present CTU__-cf ^ ^ L , 

sent owner C_- . (^JJXJKS^M^ 

n to publ ic _ _ _ _ _ 

Style 

Sjrce of date 

Arch i tec t . 

OR part of A r e a # 

3„ CONDITION Exce l lent Good F a i r Deter iorated Moved A l t e red Added. 

4. DESCR IPT ION 

F O U N D A T I O N / B A S E M E N T : High Regular Low Ma t e r i a l r£>Tic/Z " CeJicenl 

W A L L C O V E R : Wood £j.&pke&_^i B r i c k Stone Other 

R O O F : ^ idge^ )Gambre l F la t Hip Mansard 
Tower Cupola Dormer windows Balustrade G r i l l w o r k 

Center End ' Ihterioj ) I r regular C luster Elaborate C H I M N E Y S : 1 2 ^ 4 

STORIES: l ' T ) 3 4 A T T A C H M E N T S : Wings fTm) Shed 

P O R C H E S : 1 2 3 4 P O R T I C O 

F A C A D E : Gable end: Iprorit^side Ornament 

Balcony 

Entrance : Side Front : Center 'S ide ) Deta i ls : 

Windows; Spacing: R e g u l a r / ^ ^ ^ ^ l a ^ Ident ica l/Var ied" 

C o r n e r s i ' ^ P ^ i r D p i l a s t e r s Quoins Cornerboards 

5, Indicate locat ion of bui ld ing in re la t ion to 
nearest c r o s s streets and other buildings 

6. Footage of structure f r om street 
P roper ty has _ f e e t frontage on street 

Recorder 

F o r 

Photo #__. Date _____/_ 

S E E R E V E R S E SIH. 
V 

• • nnwrr 



S T R U C T U R E ( S 6 R \ % 

2. Landscape Features : Agr i cu l ture Open Wooded Garden: Formal/ In formal 
Predominant features 
Landscape archi tect 

3. Neighboring Structures 
Style: Co lonia l Federa l Greek Rev iva l Gothic Rev i va l Italian V i l l a L o m b a r d Rom. 

Venetian Gothic Mansard Richardsonian Modern 

Use : Res ident ia l Commerc i a l Re l ig ious Condit ions: Exce l lent Good F a i r Deter iorated 

G IVE A B R I E F DESCRIPT ION O F HISTORIC I M P O R T A N C E O F SITE (Refer and elaborate on 
theme c i r c l e d on front of form) 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y AND/OR R E F E R E N C E 

RESTR ICT IONS 

Or i g ina l Owner: 
Deed Information: Book Number. Page Reg is t ry of Deeds 

F o r m B . 1 0 M - 1 1 - 69 - 04 5 6 5 4 


