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Inventory No: SBR.343    

DEMOLISHED 

Historic Name: Mauro, Pasqual House 

Common Name:

Address: 124 Turnpike Rd 

City/Town: Southborough 

Village/Neighborhood:

Local No: 37-1 

Year Constructed: c 1900 

Architect(s):
Architectural Style(s): No style 

Use(s): Agricultural; Dairy; Orchard; Poultry Farm; Single Family 
Dwelling House 

Significance: Agriculture; Architecture 

Area(s):

Designation(s):

Building Materials(s): 
Roof: Asphalt Shingle
Wall: Vinyl Siding; Wood
Foundation: Stone, Uncut; Concrete Unspecified 

  

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing 
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic 
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to 
this resource may be available in digital format at this time. 

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database 
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should 
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the 
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS 
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's 
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.  

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer 
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)  

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS 
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR 
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL 
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F O R M B - BUILDING Assessor's Number USGS Quad Area(s) Form Number 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S H I S T O R I C A L C O M M I S S I O N 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S A R C H I V E S B U I L D I N G 

220 M O R R I S S E Y B O U L E V A R D 

B O S T O N , M A S S A C H U S E T T S 02125 

37-1 Marlboro 343 

Sketch Map 
Draw a map showing the building's location in relation to the 
nearest cross streets and/or major natural features. Show all 
buildings between inventoried building and nearest intersection 
or natural feature. Label streets including route numbers, if any. 
Circle and number the inventoried building. Indicate north. 
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Recorded by Schuler/Forbes 

Organization Southborough Historical Commission 

Date (month / yec$) £ 4 w ) 

*JUL 0 3 2000 

Town SOUTHBOROUGH 

Place (neighborhood or village) 

s 124 Turnpike Road 

; Name Pasqual Mauro 

'resent residential 

)riginal residential/agricultural 

Construction 1900-1903 

maps / assessors' reports 

rm gable front - altered 

^s*i:t/Builder unknown 

r Material: 

Foundation parged stone 

Wall/Trim vinyl siding 

Roof asphalt shingles 

Outbuildings/Secondary Structures ca. 1920 dilapidated 
stone and shingled side gable barn (MHC #344) with 
expansive roof slope, two sets of carriage doors, windows, 
recessed entrance, stone wall connecting to square hipped 
roof small storage building with slate roof, stone and 
shingled "roadside stand" (MHC #345) facing Turnpike Rd. 

Major Alterations (with dates) enclosed porch, vinyl 
siding covering entire house, three dormers, some new 
windows - mid to late 20t h c. 

Condition fair 

Moved ^ no _~j yes Date n/a 

Acreage 7.16 acres 

Setting On Turnpike Road (Route 9), opposite reservoir 
and next to modern 1999 office park, parking lot adjacent to 
this property, flat lot high above road, with vegetative 
overgrowth around barn, a line of plantings near roadside 
stand building. 

_ _. .FollaWpMassachusetts F:-*orical Commission Survey Manual instructions for "impleting this form. 
M A S S . HIST. C C M M Q 



B U I L D I N G F O R M 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L D E S C R I P T I O N • see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural features. Evaluate the characteristics of this building in terms of other buildings within the community. 

The context o f this property has been substantially altered due to rezoning as a business district and the recent 
construction o f the adjacent office building. The original setting is seen in the arrangement of buildings and in 
the materials used. The outbuildings are architecturally more interesting than the dwelling due to the mixed use 
of stone and shingles. Originally the house was wood clapboard but has been completely sheathed in vinyl siding 
with no exposure o f trim. In fact the only remaining evidence o f the earlier dwelling is the overall shape o f a one 
and one-half story gable front plan with a sidehall entry that is within the enclosed shed roof porch, and the two-
over-one window sash. The house's orientation is to the access road for the new office building, facing east. 
The north and south sides each have three gabled dormers with a single three-over-three sash in each, and three 
first-story bays with single sash in each except the southwest bay on the south side which is wall surface only. 
The gable front has a sliding window in the peak, two second story windows and a full width shed roof enclosed 
porch with multiple one-over-one sash and an entrance door in line with the sidehall entrance o f the house. 
There are two interior ridge chimneys. The barn ( M H C #344), although in a dilapidated condition, is 
noteworthy for its materials'and barnyard stone wall with attached slate hipped roof square stone building (milk 
room) on top o f which there is a ball finial. The barn has thick stone walls which is demonstrated by the recessed 
entrance door. Windows flank this door on the south end o f the east elevation. There are two sets o f vertical 
board barn doors on the north end of this same elevation. In the shingled gable end that faces the barnyard there 
is a hay door with flanking two-over-two windows. The roadside stand ( M H C #345), which is built into the 
slope of the land faces Turnpike Road with doors at grade onto the road. The low stone side walls are built into 
the slope and have small windows that meet the fascia at the extended eave line. Entrance to the building from 
the property is through a door in the shingled south gable end that also is at grade. The roofs o f each o f the two 
outbuildings are broad and sweeping with wide rakes and plain verge boards in the gable ends. There is the 
remnant o f a well structure south o f the house. It is a low round rubble stone wall that has been capped. 

H I S T O R I C A L N A R R A T I V E J% see continuation sheet 
Discuss the history of the building. Explain its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of the building, and the 
role(s) the owners/occupants played within the community. 

Throughout the 1800s Turnpike Road was an important transportation route connecting Boston and Worcester 
and all o f the towns in between. Several farms lined the main route and commercial and industrial activity 
occurred at Fayville just east o f this site. From 1897 the Sudbury Reservoir was located opposite this farm. It 
was a man made reservoir that continues to be part of the vast water system that took much o f Southborough 
land from 1894 through 1897. This land was purchased by Pasqual Mauro between 1900 and 1903 by which 
time he was assessed for 8 acres 145 rods, a house, barn, shed and a horse, cow and three swine. The land was 
referred to as "Whipple Land" probably indicating a former owner, however, there is no map or assessors reports 
accounting for Whipple ownership. Mauro had come from Italy directly to Fayville to work on the Reservoir 
construction. By the 1920s when Mauro was in his 50s he ran a dairy and chicken farm with 18 cows and 75 
chickens. He had a barn, silo and hen house. Then in 1936 he was assessed for a "roadside stand", which refers 
to the stone and shingled building that fronts on Turnpike Road and from which he sold vegetables from his 
garden, apples from his orchard, and milk from his 18 cows. In 1936 Mauro also was assessed for other land 
that he must have leased or purchased including 37 acres o f Gilmore land and 7 acres o f W.B. Fay land - both 
well known names in Fayville just east o f this property. A t the height o f his farming Mauro had two large hay 
barns, a horse barn, a cow barn and hen houses all o f which have been demolished. Rernaining today as evidence 



I N V E N T O R Y F O R M C O N T I N U A T I O N S H E E T Town 
SOUTHBOROUGH 

Property Address 
124 TURNPIKE ROAD 

Area(s) Form No. MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING 

220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD 343 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 

H I S T O R I C A L N A R R A T I V E (Continued) 

of the farrning complex and o f Mauro's use o f the tradition of stone farm buildings from his Italian background 
are the equipment barn where he stored his "teams" as noted by his daughter, the stone barnyard wall, the 
attached square stone milk room, and the roadside stand. These farm buildings are most vulnerable located in a 
rezoned Business district. 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y and/or R E F E R E N C E S • see continuation sheet 
Assessors Reports: 1897, 1900, 1903, 1906, 1921, 1927, 1936, 1941, 1947. 
Directories: 1900, 1903, 1905. 
Noble, Richard. Fences o f Stone. 1990. 
Oral History. Mrs. J . Mauro Montvitt, daughter o f first owner. 

• Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. If checked, you must attach a completed 
National Register Criteria Statement form. 
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